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President’s Message
We had a great meeting with about 2 dozen members in attendance. The vote is in and you have elected and re-elected your Club
Officers and Board Members. Congratulations to us all. I hope that this year has been rewarding to the members who served the Club
and that next year will be even more so. I appreciate all the input and service our members share to make this a great Club.
I want to point out that our Club field trip will be a week earlier than usual due to the Thanksgiving Holiday Weekend. I saw a show of
about 8 hands of members that will be going to the St. Johns' Landfill on November 17th for fossil teeth and claws and other treasures.
Don't forget the Payson Rimstones have their show that weekend. You can go on Sunday and give yourself two enjoyable outings.
We had a really nice ceremony for Fred on our last trip. It was great to see old friends again who came with us to share this tender
moment. Dee Budde was nice enough to donate a box of treasures from her past field trips. Thanks Dee, it was great to see you and I
hope Sandy is feeling better.
I don't need Facebook or Twitter, I am able to reach out to my friends right here.
Thank you Charlene and David Bingell for sharing your Russian adventures with us. It was a remarkable trip for you two and quite the
eye-opener for the rest of us. I actually could have sat through the 1100 pictures you didn't show -- they were so interesting, and I know I
would have to be sedated to travel that far on an airplane. Thanks for all the show & tell & sharing you brought back.
Our annual Christmas Party will be our next regular meeting, December 2nd. The Club will provide Roast Beef, I'll bring the Ham, and
everyone else should coordinate with Kathy Amator about what they are bringing. Hope you will all participate in the Christmas gift
exchange of a rockhound related gift up to $10 (wrapped) to put under the tree. And Eunice will be drawing for the fantastic year end
prizes!
Lastly, I want to invite anyone interested to join the rock exchange with the Spring River Club in Cherokee Village, Arkansas. Bring
your rock to the next meeting. We will figure out how to divvy up the 10 pounds of rock they send us in exchange. We got quite an
assortment contributed last meeting but still need to fill up that Medium sized flat rate postal box.
I'm probably forgetting something to share with you but hopefully it is covered elsewhere in this newsletter. Have a great Thanksgiving.
I am thankful for all the club members and the experiences and special times we have shared.
Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any comments/info that members wish to
have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20 for
a couple/family. Dues are due
the 1st of January of every calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good for
all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a holiday), at the VFW Post 9907, 381
N. Central Ave, Show Low, AZ.
Turn north off of the Deuce of
Clubs at the Burger King. Social
half-hour @ 1:00pm, meeting
starts @ 1:30pm. Bring snacks.
Beverages will be available.
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General Membership Meeting
November 4, 2012
Toni MonDragon welcomed everyone and introduced our guest Malcolm Craft
Toni called the meeting to order at 1:20PM. A quorum was present.
A motion was made to approve the minutes as published in Rock Talk. Nanz Marshall made the motion to approve the
minutes and 2nd by Rick Olson.
Toni acknowledged and thanked our members who are Veterans, continuing the tradition that Nanz started..
Toni asked if any of our members would like to contribute to the rock swap with the Arkansas club to bring "good"
specimens next month at the Christmas Party on December 2. The package will be sent out after that date.
Thanks to all the M-Z members who brought snacks. The January meeting will be A-L members.
We are still in need of a Secretary. Ursula Wilson filled in this month.
Our Treasurer, Larry Legge gave the financial report.
Karen Stokes asked if anyone had photos from the field trip to Luna. Please send them to her at
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com. Also Dues are due. $20.00 for family, $15.00 for individuals.
Sumner Christie, field trip chairman, was not present to give the field trip report. Rick Olson, co-chair, filled in. The
Oct. 27th trip to Luna was attended by 22 members and 4 guests. It was a beautiful day, with kind words spoken or
thought to spread Fred McQuiston's ashes in the "Meadow". Then it was on to an area north of Luna, NM, for agate
and crystals. The November field trip will be on the 17th to the St. Johns Land Fill.
Our Show Chairman, Rick Olson, updated the club on the Gem Show to be held at the Hon-Dah Casino. If anyone
would like to volunteer for the raffle table or the children's activities let Rick know. Also, any members who would like
to display, have a booth, or do demonstrations.
Old business: The election was held . All that were nominated were elected.
New Business: The Christmas Party will be held at the VFW, Dec. 2nd, 1pm -5:00pm. The club will furnish the meats,
ham and roast beef. The members can bring a side dish or dessert. There will be a gift exchange. The wrapped gift
should be rock-related and not more than $10.00.
David and Charlene Bingell gave a wonderful presentation on their trip to Russia.
The drawing was held by Kathleen Varhol. The 50-50 was won by Toni MonDragon. Eunice McQuiston won a Russian
magnet, Larry Embry won the Shungit Stone, and Rick Olson won a nice piece of peridot.
A motion was made by Nanz Marshall to adjourn, second by Ursula Wilson
The silent auction was held after the meeting by Bill Stalder
Respectfully submitted, Ursula Wilson

Dues
are
Due!
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On October 27th, 22 members and 4 guests met at the Safire Restaurant in Springerville, where we traveled to "The Meadow" in the beautiful Escudilla Mountains.
There, we spread our dear friend Fred's ashes. Some members remembered Fred with
a few words and all acknowledged what a fine and generous man he was. Fred's
favorite rock, Zebra Agate, was given out by his widow, Eunice, to all who wanted some.
The weather was beautiful, as was the Meadow, and the solemnity of the occasion.
Those of us who went to Luna, New Mexico near Bill Lee Mesa were rewarded with a
great many nice specimens of crystals and Luna Agate. Walter Bethoon also found 2
nice antlers. The "cookie bonanza” at this trip was excellent, as many great specimens
were brought by Tonie and Jeannie. Some of the members went on to a site off of the
"Corral" road, where many more good specimens were found. Don Cassidy found a nice
geode, that when cut open, revealed a beautiful crystal interior. Many members
brought specimens to the November 4th meeting for everyone to see.
Thanks to everyone who attended!

Sumner
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Elected Officers & Volunteers

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859)-338-2296

Show Chairman
Open

Vice President
Open
Secretary
Open
Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928)-537-2524
Editor
Karen Stokes
(928)-229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com
Field Trip Chairman
Sumner Christie
(928)-537-2358
Board Members at Large
Ron Ginn
(480)-294-0731
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Ursula Wilson
(928) 532-5703

Advertise & Public Relations
Open
Librarian
Open
Education, Schools & Libraries
Open
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November/December Birthdays
November
12th - Dee Budde

December
1st - Rod Stevens
3rd - Joan Hinton
8th - Machelle Craft
20th - Mac Dixon
26th - Lynne Wheeler Benker
31st - Russell Brown

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Ya’ll!!
MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE!!

Greeter, Door Prizes, 50/50 Raffle
Kathleen Varhol
(928)-368-9556
Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928)-368-4496
Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928)-537-0760
Ruth King
(928)-337-2212
Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859)-338-2296
Coalition Trips
Historian, Bonus Prizes
Eunice McQuiston
(928)-536-7209
Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524

November Days of Interest
1 - All Saints Day
4 - Day Light Savings Ends
6 - Election Day
11 - Veteran’s Day
15 - Great American Smoke-out
15 - Islamic New Year
22 - Thanksgiving Day
30 - St. Andrew Day

Web Master
Ron Ginn
(480)-294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

Elections were held at the Nov
meeting, and the new list of
officers & volunteers will be
listed in the January Rock Talk.
Great BIG ATTABOYS to those
of you who stepped up to help
out our club!

For the December 2012 meeting, we
will be having our Christmas Party
Potluck. Contact Kathy Amator, ph #
928-537-7230 for information as to
what is needed food-wise. If no
answer, leave a message and she will
get back to you.
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Show Dates
November 17-18 Payson, AZ
Annual Gem & Mineral Show
Payson Rimstones Rock Club
Mazatzal Hotel & Casino Event Center
Sat. 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sun. 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Admission: $3.00, children under 12-free
Show Chair: Margaret Jones, 928 970-0857
November 24-25 Wickenburg, AZ
Wickenburg Gem & Mineral Society
Wickenburg Community Center,1
60 N. Valentine ST., Wickenburg, AZ
Sat. 10:00 am-4:00 pm
Sun. 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
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November Field Trip is on the 17th!!!
The field trip for November will be to the St.
John’s Landfill. This is always a fine time for
all, and we will be rewarded with some nice
finds.
We have had some first-time rockhounds find
NICE Phytosaur (croc ancestors) teeth and
bone, and many fossils have been found.
We will meet at Wilbur’s IGA in St. Johns @
9am, and caravan from there.

For more show dates, go to www.rockngem.com
We are going to fill a small flat rate postal
box with locally-found rocks to exchange
with a club in Arkansas.
If you have specimens to donate, then bring
them to December's meeting.

Shop Tip
Slab Saws & Misting Problems
by Vern & Sylvia Cliffe, PLS
The use of slab saws to cut rocks creates the problem of mist that takes upwards of fifteen minutes after the cut
before settling inside the hood. Opening the hood shortly after
cutting exposes the operator to possible health problems and
“coats” clothes and equipment. Many rockhounds elect to wait
fifteen minutes before opening the hood, slowing production,
especially during club workshops. Now a simple solution to the
problem has surfaced!
While talking with our friend, Dan Stevens (of Caldwell, Idaho)
he suggested an additive to the cutting oil that literally stops the
misting. It’s thick as honey and available from auto parts stores
and Wal-Mart. The product is “No Smoke Plus Stop Leak”
made by Bardahl®. Dan adds ½ cut to his 18” and 24” saws.
So, rockhounds, you can get back to production cutting. I guess
for every problem, there is a solution!
Pasadena Lapidary Society

Sumner
(Weather is always a factor!)

Nov 14, club member David Bingell
will have an operation on his hand.
Let's all wish him a speedy recovery!
Fossil Fakes
by
Brad Smith, via PLS Rambling
We all know there's a lot of fakes on the market these days - fake
beads, fake gemstones, fake metals and fake fossils. I've bought
turquoise beads that turned out to be dyed white rock, and my
students have bought silver jump rings that can be picked up with
a magnet. But we're not the only ones who get deceived by fakes.
You can't assume that dealers are the problem. Many who sell
these fakes are unaware they're bogus. They've been ripped off
by their own sources. The problem is two-fold. The fakes are
getting very good and few people have enough training to spot
the deception. If you're into fossils, I tripped across a web site that
lets you read up on clues for how to spot “enhancement”, or
outright faking. Some of the techniques used to create these
fakes are quite novel !
http://www.paleodirect.com/ fake-fossils1.htm
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About You.

PICKLE PROBLEMS
Dropping a hot item into the pickle after soldering causes a hiss
that sends small droplets of the acid pickle into the air. This will
rust your nearby tools and can't be all that good to breathe either. My solution is to use a coffee cup of water next to my solder block to quench the piece before dropping it in the pickle.
Also, a hot pickle pot gives off fumes that bother me in my
home workshop. I get around that by using my pickle cold. I
mix it a little stronger than with a hot pot so that it works about
as quickly. I keep it in a large-mouth peanut butter bottle and
cap it off whenever I'm done using it.
MODIFY TOOLS FOR PRONG SETTING
When setting stones in a prong mount avoid slipping by
grinding a groove in the face of your prong pusher or one jaw of
your flat-nose pliers. Easiest way to cut the slot on the pusher
is with a file., and the easiest way to cut the slot on your
pliers is with a cutoff wheel in the Foredom.
USE A SPRAY BOTTLE
Those little spray bottles you can find at the drug store are
great for firescale preventors and debubbling solutions. A quick
firescale preventer is liquid flux, and a homemade debubbling
solution is a little Dawn liquid in rubbing alcohol.
BROKEN DRILLS
Have you ever broken a drill bit off in a hole? Sometimes you
can grab it with pliers, but other times the steel piece is below
the surface in the hole. If this happens, you can usually dissolve the steel in a solution of alum. Alum is typically available
from a food store or a drug store. Use about a teaspoon per
cup of warm water. Submerge your piece so that the partially
drilled hole is facing up to let the bubbles float free and not
block the hole.

Jeannie and Stan have been members of the
WMG&MC since November 2011. They moved
to the White Mountains area about six years
ago and enjoy the mountain scenery. Jeannie's
favorite rock is petrified (could she mean
wood?) and Stan likes them all. Jeannie says
her memorable moments in the club so far
have been the field trips that she and Stan have
been on.
(Editor's note--both Jeannie and Stan are
willing to volunteer and help where and when
needed and are an asset to the club)

Coalition Trip for November 2012
Editor’s Note:
If, in the future, the newsletter is late getting out, it
will be because of George’s health issues, or our
electricity is down again. For those of you who
know us, we live off-grid.
I apologize in advance.
Also, if any members/friends/readers have any
ideas for improvements, or want to see different
kinds of puzzles, you can send me tips, hints, or
software links to crystal_lover59@hotmail.com
Karen Stokes, Editor

Rockhounds West (Sun City West) will lead the
Coalition trip on November 17, 2012 to Burro
Creek to find Pastelite and Apache Tears.
Meet at 9 o’clock at the Burro Crossing Road.
This is on Highway 93 (northwest of Wickenburg; past Nothing) just south of mile post 132.
Turn EAST onto a gravel road suitable for
passenger cars. There are about 12 miles of dirt
road; if it rains, the trip will be cancelled.
Contact persons are Linda Blakley,
Ph. 425-760-0022
email billblakley@hotmail.com, or
Nancy Woods Ph 623-214-9045
email zzwoods@cox.net

Membership Application
(Give top part to Treasurer)
Membership Cards ______Name Badges _______Newsletter (check one ) Snail-mail______Email____ or Both______
E-mail address:__________________________________________________________________________
WMG&MC membership application: New_____ Renewal_____

Date:__________________________

Name______________________________________________________Phone:____________________________
(Please Print)
Address________________________________City________________________________State____Zip________
Type of Membership:

Single ($15.00)___________ Couple ($20.00__________ Cash______ or Check______

(Please give bottom part to Editor/Membership Chairman)

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902

Membership Application
Date____________________
Type of Membership: Single ($15.00)_______ Couple ($20.00)______

New________Renewal_________

Name:____________________________________________________________Phone #_____________________
(Please Print)
Address_____________________________________City_________________________State______Zip________
(Please Print)
E-mail Address_______________________________________________________________________________?
Would you like to receive club newsletter via email? _______
How do you “open” your newsletter, PDF, “Word”, etc.________________________
Would you like to receive club newsletter via snail-mail mail?______
Or both? ______
Optional: Date of Birth(s) (Year Not Necessary) __________________________
(Name, Month, and Day)

_________________________
(Name, Month, and Day)

As a club member, list any junior member(s) you would like to sponsor:
1.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
2.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
Seasonal Members: Please list alternate address and months of residency
Address_____________________________________________City___________________State_____Zip_______
Months__________________________________________________Phone________________________

Signature(s)__________________________________________________________________________Date_________________
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December Coalition Trip: Buckskin Mountains - Bouse, Arizona
Hosted by: Verde River Rockhounds of Cottonwood, AZ
Dates: Monday & Tuesday, 12/31/2012 & 01/01/2013

For both days, meeting time is 8:30am. Meeting place is at Midway, which is about 15 miles north of Bouse. From the
intersection of Main & RT 72 in Bouse, turn east on Main, cross the RR tracks, drive .25 mile to Rayder Rd, turn left on
Rayder, which soon becomes Swansea Rd. Then go 2.2 miles to a fork. Bear left, (NE), and drive 10.5 miles to Midway,
intersection of Swansea, Lincoln-Ranch and Transmission Line roads.
DIRECTIONS TO BOUSE, ARIZONA:
It is 200 miles to Bouse from Cottonwood or about 130 miles from Phoenix. If you’re coming from Cottonwood, allow about 4
hours driving time to the meeting place. Take Hwy 89A from Cottonwood to Prescott Valley all the way to the intersection
with Hwy 89. Continue south on Hwy 89 all the way through Prescott, Kirkland Junction, Yarnell and Congress.
At Congress, turn right, (SW), onto SR 71, which will go under Hwy 93 in a few miles and continue on to intersect with U.S.
60 at Aguila. Go west on U.S. 60 through Gladden, Wenden, Salome & Hope. At Hope, turn right onto SR 72 and proceed
about 20 miles to Bouse. From any other location consult a good map, or use MapQuest.
VEHICLE REQUIRED: Passenger cars can make it to the meeting place, but high-clearance, 4WD vehicles will be required to
get to the collecting sites. Should you need to switch to another vehicle, we can usually find space somewhere for you.
GENERAL ITINERARY: Ellen and I will be staying in our travel trailer at Midway. We will be parked in a big, flat camping
area at Midway, (you can’t miss it). You are welcome to join us for camping out there Sunday & Monday nights.
Both days we will meet at Midway and collect at several sites near Midway as well as sites SW of Bouse along the Plomosa
Rd. After Tuesday Ellen and I will move down to Quartzsite where we will spend a couple of days at the various shows. It’s
a little early at some venues, but there should be a lot to look at, (and buy).
So you can plan on a one or 2-day outing, but if you plan for Monday or Tuesday only, you will have to get up really early to
meet us at 8:30am.
NOTE: *** NEW YEAR’S EVE ***
For Monday evening, bring some bubbly to celebrate if you like, but please do not bring any fireworks. The authorities may
take a dim view of such activity, what with all the drought and fire restrictions in effect.
Let’s have a Potluck! Everyone bring an item, picnic-style, to share with others. It can be a drink, an entrée, a vegetable or
dessert. Enough to serve 4-5 people. We will have a group campfire to gather around, but don’t be surprised if we don’t
make it all the way to midnight to celebrate!
MOTELS IN THE AREA:
1. Parker, Arizona. Consult the internet for many good motels. About 28 miles from Bouse plus 15 miles to Midway, so
plan your driving time accordingly.
2. Quartzsite, Arizona. Consult the internet for motels available. About 28 miles from Bouse plus 15 miles to Midway, so
plan your driving time accordingly.
3.

Salome, Arizona. Sheffler Motel 928-859-3001

WHAT TO COLLECT(WE’RE FINALLY GETTING TO THE GOOD PART):
The Buckskin Mountains and surrounding area are honeycombed with old mines and prospect holes, mostly from people
looking for gold and silver over the last 150 years. Most of the mines follow fairly rich copper deposits but there wasn’t
much money in the copper itself. A list of the minerals we will collect include chrysocolla, malachite, jarosite, gypsum,
hematite, barite, augite and epidote.
WHAT TO BRING:
Gloves, eye protection, rock hammer, sledges, chisels and digging tools, (for the energetic treasure hunters), water, lunch
and appropriate clothing. Daytime temperatures should be around 80º and nighttime around 50º.
Cell phone reception will be spotty away from towns, so don’t rely on them too much. I will bring several 2-way radios for
off-road use on channel 6.1.
TRIP LEADER: JIM VAN WERT 928-649-1938 928-202-2177(cell) jerockshop@gmail.com
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PARTICIPATION IN A MINERAL CLUB IS NOT A SPECTATOR SPORT!
Membership in a mineral club is like being a member of any sporting organization. The similarities abound! A good team
is made up of a number of people interested in a common objective.
The same holds true for our mineral clubs. As with any team, participants may come from different backgrounds, but
they contribute in many different ways to the success of that team. Each club member should support their club, even if
it’s only in a small way. It’s important to remember that support leads to participation. Participation leads to increased
membership and club activities.
Teams have mangers. Mineral clubs call them officers/directors. They take the lead in planning and ensuring that the
club operations are successfully carried out. If you notice in sports, while managers are actively involved in the game,
the success of the game does not rest solely on their shoulders.
Everyone has a part to play, and it’s the team who, in fact, contributes to its success. Every team has its “starters”. The
starters in our clubs are that core group of members who regularly show up to meetings. How we count on them! There’s
nothing worse than arranging for a speaker only to be met with poor attendance.
Starters volunteer to help club officers find speakers, organize field trips, and even bring refreshments. If there is a will,
there is a way, with starters! Their “can do” spirit is to be commended, and they frequently agree to serve as officers.
They are ready to serve on nominating committees when you need them as well. Starters are those committed members
who refuse to watch their club fade away due to lack of interest. Their warm smiles and friendly personalities create the
inviting atmosphere that we all enjoy. Maybe you feel that you can’t do the types of things that starters do. If you don’t
have time to fully take on such a role, why not agree to assist them with a particular task? It’s a great way to learn and to
connect with other members. This is especially true for new members. Jump right in and let someone know that you’d
like to help!
Pinch-hitters are valuable. We all know the pinch-hitters in our clubs. These individuals are great in emergencies, aren’t
they? They step in and give presentations when speakers can’t be found. They give “so-and-so” a ride to the meeting
when their car breaks down and are pros at multitasking.
You’ll find them setting up at mineral shows and breaking displays down when others are long gone. Pinch-hitters, are
quick to volunteer to take the club’s minutes when the secretary is out. They put their heads together and get the audio
visual equipment working when gremlins strike. Pinch-hitters arrive to meetings early with an extra bottle of soda or plate
of cookies just in case”. Pinch-hitters must have been scouts at one time or another, because they are always prepared.
They are also quick to share club information with visitors when club officers are otherwise engaged.
When it comes to veteran members, just like in sports, no one can do without them. If your club has such seasoned
members, then your club is indeed fortunate. Their knowledge and experience allows them to share their expertise regarding that to which we might not otherwise have access. They seem to always have a bit of time for you. Veterans patiently explain things we don’t understand about minerals, love to share their knowledge, and are able to answer historical questions. Veterans are great with young or new rock hounds, too! They are never too tired to answer just one more
question or identify one more mineral.
Do you think that you can’t do anything for your club? Do you like to write or have suggestions to share? Can you provide presentation ideas or refreshments? How about providing minerals for discussion, study, or door prizes? Are you
willing to serve as or help a club officer! Perhaps you have organizational skills and are willing to organize your club’s
historical documents. Maybe you can take club pictures or create a club scrapbook! As you can see, there are countless
ways to be a team player and a good club member. Don’t just sit back and watch! Volunteer and help your club hit a
home run!

Via Rocky Mountain Federation News—September 2012
by Sheryl E. Sims, The Shawnee Slate, 9/12

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

Arizona Rocks & Minerals #5
wulfenite
romanechite
biotite
descloizite
crocoite
vanadinite
scheelite
autunite
rosasite
conichalcite
aurichalcite
linarite
chalcanthite
smithsonite
THIS MONTH’S Word Search puzzle
courtesy of the Editor, Karen Stokes
(5th and last in the Arizona series)

