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President’s Message
Our meeting was very well attended (for a winter meeting) which is a good thing because we had a couple of important items for
discussion. The first was the ballot for our elections next month. Most of the officers and board members will be serving again
but we have a couple of changes. Nanz graciously offered to fill the Vice President’s office and Sandra Angelo and Rick Olson
were kind enough to submit their names for the Board Members at large, along with returning Board Member Ron Ginn. We
are still missing a Secretary and someone can submit their name as a write-in at the November meeting—PLEASE. The official
Ballot is contained in this newsletter.
The other important item was discussion about putting on a Gem & Mineral Show in 2013. Rick Olson bravely offered to be
Chairman of the Show Committee. The Board met on September 8th but without a quorum we could only hold a discussion and
not vote. Rick provided a report to the membership at the meeting and we brought it to the members and asked for a show of
hands for support and it was almost unanimous. So, we will attempt to move ahead. Rick is trying to secure the Conference
Center at Hondah Casino for Memorial Day Weekend May 25/26 of 2013. Those interested were invited to remain after the
general meeting to discuss the show. We set out a list of priorities after the venue is secured.
Those major items out of the way, we enjoyed a team presentation by Nanz and Larry on the rockhound use and function of the
GPS. It was a very informative and well received program. Thanks Nanz and Larry.
Sumner reported on our Magdalena trip (see his report in the newsletter). I can tell you that I brought two new rockhounds
along and Aaron and Sharon really enjoyed the experience. You will see them as members in the very near future.
Ron (our Webmaster) passed on a message from the Spring River Gem & Mineral Club in Cherokee Village, Arkansas. They
want to have a rock swap by way of the USPS flat rate medium boxes. Anyone interested in contributing to a ten pound lot (that
has to fit in the box) may do so by bringing a wrapped and labeled specimen to the next meeting. Let’s avoid the pebbles and
boulders and just nice medium minerals or fossils. Their offering will include pink dolomite, selenite stars, quartz crystals, calcite and other of their local specimens. We’ll have to figure out the distribution among those who contribute. Could be a rock
for a rock; 50/50 prize; a year-end bonus prize; on the auction table; or in our Show raffle.
This month’s trip to Luna will include a side trip to the “Meadow”, where we will revisit memories of old friends and consign
Fred to the care of those who have gone before us. All are welcome.
Stay warm as winter is on the verge. Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any comments/info that members wish to
have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20 for
a couple/family. Dues are due
the 1st of January of every calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good for
all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a holiday), at the VFW Post 9907, 381
N. Central Ave, Show Low, AZ.
Turn north off of the Deuce of
Clubs at the Burger King. Social
half-hour @ 1:00pm, meeting
starts @ 1:30pm. Bring snacks.
Beverages will be available.
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General Membership Meeting
October 7, 2012
President MonDragon called the meeting to order at 1:26 pm. Don Cassidy, a member who had not been in attendance for a while, was
re-introduced. Motion to approve the minutes as published in Rock Talk was made by Nanz Marshall with a second by Stan Arneklev.
Minutes were approved by the attending membership. It was noted that Robert Shoup’s September birthday was not acknowledged in the
newsletter. Everyone present wished him a belated birthday.
President report:
● Claims paperwork submitted and approved.
● There was not a quorum for the Executive Board meeting but the show was discussed.
● Elections are to be held in November. President MonDragon read the description for each position. She then asked the incumbents if
they would consider running again. She also asked if there were any volunteers for any of the positions.
Treasurer report:
● Expenses for September were $125
● Income was $41.50
Newsletter Editor:
● All submissions must be to the editor by Friday, October 12.
● Karen thanked Eunice for all her assistance in getting the newsletter published.
Committee Reports:
Nanz Marshall indicated that she had received the VFW contract stating that e Club could use the facility for $25/month. No beverages
were to be brought in but food is fine. We also need to make sure we tidy the space after we are done using the room. Ron Ginn can now
put up a PayPal link on our site for sales or membership dues. There is a cost involved but it is an option to consider. Sumner Christie
reported that 13 members and 4 guests went to Magdalena. Despite a few injuries and illnesses, everyone had a great time. The town
seems to be hard hit by the economic downturn but it is still a great spot for Rockhounding. Our October trip is scheduled for October 27th.
Departure is from the Safire restaurant in Springerville at 9 am. From there we will travel to the meadow near our claims for Fred
McQuiston’s Memorial Service. Afterwards we will head to Luna, New Mexico for Luna Agate.
Upcoming Events and announcements:
● New Mexico Symposium
● Sedona Show - 10/20 – 21
● Lake Havasu - 11/11 – 12
● Gem Shop 2013 agate calendars - $11.95
Results of the tumbling contest: While our entry did not win it was a good experience. (Brookie & Ruth)
New Business:
Elections for 2013 Board: Slate will be published in the November Rock Talk along with the option of write-in candidates. Members may
send in their ballots or vote at the November meeting. President MonDragon thanked Sumner for being such an excellent Field Trip Chair.
Show Update. Rick Olson has been investigating venues for the Gem and Mineral show Memorial Day weekend. HonDah Resort is the
best value at $200/day for the Mt. Baldy conference room. They will provide security and the tables as well. No outside food can be sold at
the show so the Special Olympics group will not be able to provide lunch as they have in the past. Stan Arneklev made a motion to go forward with the show and Ruth King provided the second. Motion passed unanimously after discussion. A short meeting to discuss the show
was held after the meeting. After the break, Larry Legge led the Education Program with a presentation on using GPS. As fun as techie
gadgets are, a GPS should be used in conjunction with a compass and map.
Door prize of calendar was won by Stan Arneklev. 50/50 prizes: Nanz Marshall - $13.50, Jeannie Arneklev – Lighted Loop, Sue Huber –
necklace, Jeannie Arneklev - Selenite. Karen Stokes motioned to adjourn the meeting with Bob Shoup seconding. All in favor.
Meeting ended at 3:20 pm
Respectfully submitted. Sandra Angelo, Secretary Pro tem
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A good time was had by all of the 13 club members and four guests that went to Magdalena on the weekend of
September 22nd. Friday (21st) night's dinner at the Magdalena Cafe was followed by a trek out to Mt. Ladron area on
Saturday. The area is just north of Riley (ghost town) and is a favorite place to find unique specimens of
Aragonite (several minerals included with the Aragonite make for fine specimens). Everyone got some great pieces as you can
see by the photos.
We then went to "Selenite Hill" where we all found some very nice pieces of the shiny stuff. Rick found one of the best pieces
I've seen that came from there.
Sunday morning many folks went to scour the mine tailings at the Kelly Mine where they hoped to find Pyrite, Bornite, and the
elusive Smithsonite, to mention just a few. Some members went to Socorro to the Mineral Museum. We were unable to go to
the reservation for fossils this trip because severe rains made the roads impassable.
Magdalena, as a town, has suffered through bad economic times. Many business closures have occurred from one end of town
to the other. Hopefully it will recover because it is a good rockhound destination. Sumner

(If your specimens of Aragonite have really dark material, almost black, this is called Goethite.
If your specimen has light rust colored material included in it, this is called limonite.)
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Elected Officers & Volunteers
President
Tonie MonDragon
(859)-338-2296

Volunteer Positions
Show Chairman
Open

Vice President
Open

Advertise & Public Relations
Open

Secretary
Open

Librarian
Open

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928)-537-2524

Education, Schools & Libraries
Open

Editor
Karen Stokes
(928)-229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com
Field Trip Chairman
Sumner Christie
(928)-537-2358
Board Members at Large
Ron Ginn
(480)-294-0731
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Ursula Wilson
(928) 532-5703

October/November BirthOctober

November

1st - Clete Hinton
Budde
5th - Valarie Holmstrom
6th - Edie Christie

12th - Dee

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Ya’ll!!
MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE!!

Greeter, Door Prizes, 50/50 Raffle
Kathleen Varhol
(928)-368-9556
Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928)-368-4496
Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928)-537-0760
Ruth King
(928)-337-2212
Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859)-338-2296
Coalition Trips
Historian, Bonus Prizes
Eunice McQuiston
(928)-536-7209
Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524

October Holidays

1 - Child Health Day
8 - Columbus Day
9 - Leif Erikson Day
16 - National Boss Day
20 - Sweetest Day
24 - United Nations Day
28 - Mother-in-Law Day
31 - Halloween

Web Master
Ron Ginn
(480)-294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

Coalition Trip for November 2012
This is a “heads up” about the coalition trip on Saturday,
November 17 led by Rockhounds West of Sun City West.
The trip will be to the Burro Creek Area to collect
Pastelite and Apache Tears. Meet at 9:30 at the sign for
Burro Creek Crossing Road. This is near mile post #132
along Hiway 93 which goes northwest from Wickenburg.
From the highway, there are about 12 miles of gravel
road which is suitable for a passenger car.
More details will be sent at a later date.
Nancy Woods

For the November 2012 meeting,
members who’s name begins
with M-Z, please bring snacks.
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Show Dates
November 10 - 11 Lake Havasu City, AZ
(May change to February 2013)
Lake Havasu City Gem & Mineral Society
Lake Havasu Aquatic Center
November 17 - 18 Payson, AZ
Payson Rimstones Rock Club
Mazatzal Casino, Payson, AZ
Contact Margaret Jones (928) 476-3513
magieaberry@gmail.com
November 24 -25 Wickenburg, AZ
Wickenburg Gem & Mineral Society
Wickenburg Community City
Contact Beth Myerson, myerbd@gmail.com

For more show dates, go to www.rockngem.com

New Mexico Institute
of Mining and Technology
Socorro, New Mexico
and
4th Annual Mining Artifact
Collectors Association Symposium
November 10 & 11, 2012
Macey Center
The New Mexico Mineral Symposium provides a
forum for both professionals and amateurs
interested in mineralogy. The meeting allows
all to share their cumulative knowledge of mineral and artifact occurrences and provides
stimulus for research and new discoveries. In
addition, the informal atmosphere allows for
intimate discussions among all interested in
mineralogy, mining, and associated fields.
For more information, go to their web site:
geoinfo.nmt.edu
Program information: 575.835.5140
Registration: 575.835.5302
online registration form:
http: //geoinfo.nmt.edu/museum/minsymp/

If you are going to the Symposium, be sure
to make time to go see the cranes at the
Wildlife Refuge. Be sure to get up @ O Dark
30.

Page 5

I have been asked to insert a short note
concerning the FANTASTIC job that
Sumner is doing as our Field Trip Chairman.

Here’s TONS of ATTABOYS
your way, Sumner!

October Field Trip is on the 27th!!!
We will be meeting at the Safire Restaurant in
Springerville between 8:00 and 9:00. We will
leave the parking lot at 9:00 and head through
the autumn colors to “The Meadow". We will
spread our friend Fred McQuiston’s ashes,
and pay our respects also to our other friends
who are there. Fred passed away June 27th of
this year.
After that we will proceed to an area near
Luna, NM where we will find copious amounts
of Luna Blue agate, crystals and other valuable
nuggets.
Sumner Christie
(Weather is always a factor)
Altho Brookie Embry and Ruth King did not win a
prize for entering their tumbled stones, they win
other club member's applause for representing
our club with their time spent and participation in
the Feather River Lapidary & Mineral Society's
3rd Annual rock tumbling contest. As the letter
says, your rocks were OUTSTANDING!
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OCTOBER COALITION FIELD TRIP
Lost Onyx Mine
led by
Payson Rimstones Rock Club, Inc.
9:30 AM
Camp Verde, Arizona
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About You.

We will meet at the Shell Service Station at the
junction of Highway 260 and Salt Mine Rd at 9:30
AM Saturday Oct 27th. This Shell Station is not at
the junction of I-17 and 260. It is about 2.2 miles
East on 260 from I-17 just past South Main St in
Camp Verde.
Lost Onyx Mine has white, orange, yellow and blue
calcite running through it as well as some sulfur.
It makes for good show pieces, yard rocks and
silent auction material. The mine will be reachable
by high clearance vehicles and a one half mile hike
up and down a canyon. Bring a pack or bucket to
haul material and plan on a moderate to strenuous
hike depending on your physical condition.
Once we leave the Service Station on 260 and Salt
Mine Rd we will travel to Forest Rd 574 on the
paved Salt Mine Rd. The Forest Rd will be 7.3
miles of dirt road past Chasm Creek and just before
the Brown Springs Ranch dead end gate at Gap
Creek.
Bring plenty of water, your lunch,
bar for prying materials loose.
August when I did a trip to the
plenty of material on the ground,
not required.

Bob Shoup
Bob has had a summer home in the White Mountains for 10
years because of the area and the great fishing. When he is
not fishing, he is rockhounding. He joined the WMG&MC
three years ago and his favorite mineral is Azurite. Memorable
moments that Bob has had have happened on the field trips,
including the trips to the club's crystal claims. (Editor's noteBob found a really pretty piece of agate on a trip near Joe
City).

pack, and crow
At the end of
site there was
so digging was

Contact Info: Barry Jones (928) 476-3513 or email
at barrythebearjones@gmail.com
Thanks – and we hope to see you there!!
Margaret Jones will bake some cookies to share and for those of you who do not wish to climb up or
down the hillside…bring a chair to sit and visit at
the top where we park. The view is beautiful!

Kathleen Varhol

Happy Halloween, Ya’ll!

Kathleen moved to the White Mountains area 13 years ago
because of the people and the surrounding forests. She has
been a member of the WMG&MC for nine years. Her favorite
rocks/minerals are Petrified Wood and Labradorite. What
she has enjoyed most in the past has been watching Dale
Harris and his ever faithful "Thunder" get the BIG rocks for
people who "just have to have this one!" and just sitting
around visiting with other rockhounds--sharing stories.
She says we are a great group of people.
(Editor's note - Kathleen has held the position of secretary,
librarian, and is now in charge of door prizes and the 50/50
raffle.)
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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
OFFICIAL Ballot
Officers and Volunteers
2013
(*A check mark next to a name constitutes a vote. All mail in votes of the official ballot must be
received by the November meeting and be signed by the voting member in good standing to be
counted.)

President: Tonie MonDragon  __________________________________________________
Vice President: Nanz Marshall  ________________________________________________
Secretary: WE NEED A VOLUNTEER!______________________________________________
Treasurer: Larry Legge  _______________________________________________________
Editor: Karen Stokes  __________________________________________________________
Field Trip Chair: Sumner Christie  ____________________________________________
Board Members-at-Large: Ron Ginn  __________________________________________
Sandra Angelo  ____________________________________________
Rick Olson  ________________________________________________
Volunteer Positions:
Auctioneer: Bill Stalder  _______________________________________________________
Webmaster: Ron Ginn  _________________________________________________________
Historian: Eunice McQuiston  __________________________________________________
Coalition Field Trip Rep: Eunice McQuiston  __________________________________
Bonus Prizes: Eunice McQuiston  ______________________________________________
Sunshine: Nanz Marshall  ______________________________________________________
Highway Cleanup: Brookie E & Ruth K  ________________________________________
Claim Filing: Tonie MonDragon  _______________________________________________
Show Chair : Rick Olson  _______________________________________________________
Librarian: WE NEED A VOLUNTEER!______________________________________________
Education, (schools, etc.): WE NEED A VOLUTEER!________________________________
Door Prizes/Greeter/50-50 Raffle: Kathleen Varhol  ____________________________
Membership Chair: Ron Ginn  _________________________________________________
Advertise & PR: WE NEED A VOLUNTEER!________________________________________

Signature:_______________________________________________________________
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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

Arizona Rocks & Minerals #4
chrysoprase
fossils
dioptase
catlinite
dumortierite
sandstone
tetrahedrite
halite
aragonite
witherite
cerussite
selenite
gypsum
willemite
glauberite

THIS MONTH’S Word Search puzzle
courtesy of the Editor, Karen Stokes
(4th of 5 in the Arizona series)

