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President’s Message
Thank you to all the members who attended our meeting on September 2nd. It was a good turn out. We saw some members who
had been absent for awhile and met some new visitors from the Apache Junction Club. We'll say hi to Ron Ginn for you.
Thanks also to David Bingell for putting on a very nice demonstration of making a gazing rock display. The finished project is
similar to "Setsuki" and I'm sorry if I got that name wrong. It is an art form consisting of an interesting rock set for display and
contemplative gazing. I first saw one in a display case at a gem show in California in 1990 and it fascinated me. I have since found
rocks suitable for gazing but this was the first time I made a display. It is now sitting on a plant stand in my dining room. I look
forward to making more. I know many people who like rocks but do not belong to clubs and some of them just might get a display
for Christmas. I will be looking for different aspects in rocks on our next field trip.
I hope you all have your reservations for Magdalena for September 21st and 22nd. I got a call from Damaris Gents at the Western
Motel today and I don't know if Sumner will get this info in his report, but: Friday dinner and Saturday breakfast at the Magdalena
Cafe; Saturday dinner at the M&M cafe, and Sunday breakfast at the Bear Paw cafe are confirmed. I'm all about the food . . . and the
rocks
Some items for discussion included the placing of ads in the newsletter. The membership decided a fair price for members to place
a 1/4 page ad was FREE, depending on space available. For non-members a 1/4 page ad is $5, again based on space available. We
also were informed that the VFW will now charge $25 a month for use of the space for our meeting. The membership approved that
expenditure. We will also be able to have our Christmas party there at our December meeting.
At the meeting I called for a Board Meeting at my home Saturday, September 8th following the highway clean-up. I will provide
lunch (a salad bar). The subject will be the feasibility of starting up an annual Gem Show again. Any member interested in being
involved in putting on the show is welcome to attend and participate in the brain-storming. We will report back to the membership
in October on this discussion. If you need directions call me or Eunice. Or, just help out at the highway clean-up and follow the
caravan.
That's all for now. See you in Magdalena!

Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any comments/info that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
Beverages will be available.
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General Membership Meeting
September 2, 2012
The meeting was brought to order by the president Tonie
Mondragon at 1:17 PM.
Elected Officers & Volunteers
President
Tonie MonDragon
(859)-338-2296
Vice President

Open
Secretary
Ann Koran
(602)-571-6286
Treasurer

Tonie welcomed our guests, Blue Thompson, a retired
science teacher who has been playing with rocks her
whole life and David and Barbara from the Apache
Junction Club.
Our first order of business was to approve the minutes for
the August Rock talk. This was motioned by Nanz M. and
approved by Karen S.. There were no corrections, additions or discussion.

Larry Legge

(928)-537-2524
Editor
Karen Stokes
(928)-229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com
Field Trip Chairman
Sumner Christie
(928)-537-2358

Board Members at Large
Ron Ginn
(480)-294-0731
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Ursula Wilson
(928) 532-5703

Volunteer Positions
Show Chairman

Open
Advertise & Public Relations

Open
Librarian

Open

Tonie discussed that the claims paperwork was filed to
waiver our maintenance fees for 2 years and paid our
recording fees also. Members interested in getting
together to talk about our club having another show can
attend the board meeting on 9/8/2012 at Tonie’s house
which will follow the Highway cleanup. Tonie will provide
lunch – a salad bar. We will be discussing the feasibility of
putting on another show and who will be interested in
helping to coordinate and run the show.
Thank you to the members whose last name begins with
M-Z for providing the snacks for today.
Please contribute to the drink fund if you have any drinks
from the pitchers that the club purchases for us to all
share. This is not provided by the VFW, we must pay for
the beverages.
Tonie had nothing new to share on the scarves that we
were looking to purchase for a fund raiser.
We still do not have a volunteer for Vice President but
David B will be doing the education today on small rock
container gardens.

Education, Schools & Libraries

Open
Greeter, Door Prizes, 50/50 Raffle
Kathleen Varhol
(928)-368-9556
Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928)-368-4496
Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928)-537-0760
Ruth King
(928)-337-2212
Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859)-338-2296
Coalition Trips, Historian, Bonus Prizes
Eunice McQuiston
(928)-536-7209
Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master
Ron Ginn
(480)-294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

Treasurer Larry Legge gave the treasurer’s report on our
expenses and the amount of money on our savings,
checking, and petty cash.
We are in need of a volunteer for Secretary. Charlene B
will be helping with Secretary today.
Editor Karen S would like for people to send in
articles and pictures that they would like to submit to the
newsletter. Please do not send them as attachments but
paste them into the email as this is easier for her to
access as she has limited electricity out where she lives.
We discussed people advertising in the newsletter. Eunice
M made a motion that if people are members of the club
that it should be free for them to submit a picture and short
paragraph, up to a quarter page if they have any item to
sell that is rock related. David B seconded the motion.
We agreed that non-members would pay $5.00 for the
same and these are both only if space is available.
Nanz spoke about our meeting space at the VFW and how
we will now need to pay $25.00 a month to use the room.
Nanz also talked about the fact that we can’t bring beverages into the VFW (even water) as it is a license issue for
the VFW. WE asked Nanz to see if we could get a contract
for the rental to stay at $25.00 for a year or half or quarter
of a year. The motion was brought about by Sumner and
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seconded by Larry. The vote was unanimous.
Sumner gave the field trip report for August. Eighteen
members showed up at the Snowflake IGA parking lot and
caravanned to Woodruff. We relied on Blue T and George
and Rick to take us to several spots in the area. Blue knew
the way back before the bridge where petrified twigs had
been found and fossils and many other stones. Back on
Hay Hollow road we stop on Blueberry Hill, (named by
Blue), where round stones could be found that looked like
blue berries. We also stopped along Hay Hollow Road
where some beautiful pieces of the rainbow petrified wood
were found.
Our trip for this month, September, is to Magdalena, NM.
Arrangements are being made by Demaris and her husband who own the motel. We will be eating at the Magdalena Café and also looking for rocks in the washes near
Kelly Mine. We have a gentleman from the local reservation, Roger, who may be taking us onto the reservation to
go rock hunting, and we may look for
Selenite from Riley. For the photographer buffs please
bring your cameras, as there are opportunities to see
herds of wild mustangs. On Sunday, Estello Ortero has a
claim that she will take us out to so we can go looking on
her claim. There is a new café in town that serves
breakfast, the Bear Café, so we will be trying that out. You
can call 575-854-2417 to get reservations. It is the weekend of Sept 21, 22, and 23.
Nanz asked if anyone that had contact with Kathy Amator
last field trip to be aware that she came down with the
Chicken pox the day after the outing. So this can be an
issue for chicken pox or shingles.
Old Business: Sept 8 is the Highway cleanup. We will
meet in the Kmart parking lot at 8:30 am and go out to our
area of the highway to cleanup. Please wear long sleeves
and long pants – no shorts or flip flops, as the weeds are
quite high.
New business- None
We took a fifteen minute break and then re-grouped for
David B to demonstrate how to make the small container
rock gardens. David placed large gravel in the bottom of a
small dish. He then mixed glue and water together in another dish, and added small gravel to the glue mixture.
Then he explained how to place the center piece stone,
(which can be any stone that you like), and then you fill the
glue mixture around the stone to glue it into place. Eunice
mentioned that you could put the main stone a little further
to the front of the bowl and then place an electric tea light
behind the stone to illuminate it. It takes a week or two for
the glue to set completely.
Tonie gave the last call for 50/50 tickets, and then we did
the raffle drawings. Sumner won the trilobite magnet, Stan
won the 50/50 drawing for $12.50, Charlene B won the
mookite bead, and Linda S won the magnifying
instrument.
A motion was made by Larry to adjourn, with a second by
Rick. The silent auction was to end 2 minutes after the
meeting closed. We adjourned at 2:42 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Charlene Bingell
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On august 25th, 21 club members caravanned to Woodruff in search of petrified
wood and were not disappointed. We went to 3 or 4 places, and spent time in each
one finding some nice "wood". New club member, Blue, took us to a spot before
the old bridge and many found some nice pieces there, as well at the roadside
sites recommended by George. Some went to "Blueberry Hill" and found some
small meteorite pieces. Others went off of Hay Hollow road and found still more
good rocks, along with other "keepers". Any day finding rocks is better than the
worst day fishing! (or something like that) See you in Magdalena!

September Field Trip is our return to Magdalena!
September 21, 22 and 23 we will drive to Magdalena, NM, where we will have fun finding
some great stuff! Estelle Otero will be taking us to her claims, and our friend Roger will be
taking us out to the reservation where we will find fossils and other interesting stuff.
Damaris has made reservations for us to eat at some fine places. if you haven't got your
reservations yet, please call her at 575-854-2517. Bring your long lens on your camera, as
you may see some wild mustangs! SEE YOU THERE!

Remember, we always have a good time! Come on out!!!!
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Welcome New Members!
September 2012

Blue Thompson
Jim & Sharlene Baker
September/October Birthdays
September

October

No Recorded
Birthdays

1st - Clete Hinton
5th - Valarie Holmstrom
6th - Edie Christie
20th - George Stokes

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Ya’ll!!
MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE!!

September Holidays

for further information
on Hummingbird photo reprints,
contact
David Bingell

For the October 2012 meeting,
members who’s name begins
with A-L, please bring snacks.

3 - Labor Day
8 - Selichot
9 - Grandparents Day
16-18th - Rosh Hashana
21 - International Day of Peace
22 - Fall begins
26 - Yom Kippur
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Show Dates
September 30-October 1 Roswell, New Mexico
Chaparral l Rockhounds show
Convention & Civic Center,
10th & Main, Roswell New Mexico
contact Jeri House, (575) 622-3688,
jeriron90@juno.com
October 5-7 Albuquerque, New Mexico
Albuquerque Gem & Mineral Club's 1st annual Fall Show
Creative Arts Building, New Mexico State Fairgrounds
Enter Gate 4 on San Pedro; Daily 9:00 am to 5:00 pm; Free
Admission
Contact Jay Penn, Show Chairman (505) 883-4195
agmcfallshow@gmail.com
October 6-7 Roswell, NM
Chaparral Rockhounds: Our Mineral Legacy
Roswell Convention and Civic Center
912 N. Main St. Roswell, NM 88201.
Saturday 9-5, Sunday 10-4
Show Committee Chairperson: Jeri House
(575-622-4688).
jeriron90@juno.com
October 13-14 Moab, Utah
Moab Points & Pebbles Club show
Old Spanish Trail Arena
3641 S. Hwy 191, Moab, Utah
Contact Jerry Hansen
(435) 259-3393
boondocker@frontiernet.net

For more show dates, go to www.rockngem.com

Ruth King & Brookie Embry are entering
their tumbled rocks in the Feather River
Lapidary & Mineral Society Inc. World Rock
Tumbling Championship of 2012. Wish them
LUCK!

Page 5

An Interesting Article from the ‘Net
2¢ of Advice on Stinging Insects.
This information is something to remember as summer wears on.
It might be wise to carry a penny in your pocket while working in
the yard or hunting rocks in the wild.......... BEE STINGS!
A couple of weeks ago, I was stung by both a bee and a hornet
while working in the garden. My arm swelled up, so I went to the
doctor. The clinic gave me cream and an antihistamine. The next
day the swelling was getting progressively worse, so I went
to my regular doctor. The arm was infected and needed an
antibiotic.
The doctor told me - "The next time you get stung, put a penny
on the bite for 15 minutes".
That night my niece was stung by two bees. I looked at the sting,
and it had already started to swell. So, I taped a penny to her arm
for 15 minutes. The next morning, there was no sign of a sting.
We decided that she just wasn't allergic to the sting.
Soon, I was gardening outside. I got stung again, twice by a hornet on my left hand. I thought, here I go again to the doctor for
another antibiotic.
I promptly got my money out and taped two pennies to my bites,
then sat and sulked for 15 minutes. The pennies took the string
out of the bite immediately.
In the mean time, the hornets were attacking, and my friend was
stung on the thumb. Again the penny. The next morning I could
only see the spot where the hornet had stung me. No redness; no
swelling. My friend's sting was the same; couldn't even tell where
she had been stung. (I suppose this would also work on wasps
and yellow jackets!)
She got stung again a few days later upon her back---cutting the
grass! And the penny worked once again.
I wanted to share this marvelous information in case you experience the same problem. We need to keep a stock of pennies on
hand. The doctor said that the copper in the penny counteracts
the bite. It definitely works!
Please remember and pass this information on to your friends,
children, grandchildren.
(I can’t remember where I found this on the net, but figured it was worth
repeating...the Editor)
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BENCH TIPS
by Brad Smith
more tips available from Brad
at groups.yahoo.com/groups/benchtips

RAISING A CABOCHON
When a cabochon sits too low in a bezel, the bezel hides a lot of the
stone. Solution is to either sand down the bezel height or boost up
the stone. Question is what do you use to elevate your cab?
I was taught to use fine sawdust but now think that there is a better
solution, especially for use in rings. I reason that rings will frequently
get wet, which would cause the sawdust to swell in size and push the
stone against the bezel. Then when the sawdust dries out, the stone
would be a little loose.

Arizona Mineral Collector # 150
by Dr. Raymond Grant
Maybe this month’s column should be the Arizona Rock Collector
instead of Mineral Collector. Have you ever heard about Marekanite? I
don’t remember ever hearing the term, but found it in a 1969 publication Mineral and Water Resources of Arizona.
I Googled it and found all kinds of great stuff. Marekanite is another
term for Apache Tears and named after some river in Russia. The
search led me to a website, Sources of Archaeological Obsidian in the
Greater American Southwest: (www.swxrflab.net/swobsrcs.htm).
There is an interactive map of the Apache Tears locations in the
Southwest. The map has nine locations in Arizona and a couple on
the New Mexico - Arizona border, and many others in the surrounding
states. There are also a couple of additional Arizona locations in the
text. You click on the location on the map and a detailed description
of each of the locations comes up. There is Township, range, and
section data given for each locality, a fairly detailed description of
what was found there and in some cases photographs and maps.
There is a lot of chemical data for the obsidian, as the goal was to
identify the sources of obsidian used by prehistoric people. The obsidian from each of the various localities has a unique composition.
For example, 220 samples of obsidian were analyzed from Pueblo
Grande in Phoenix. Four were from the Sand Tanks location, 67 were
from the Sauceda Mountains locality, and so forth.
The one location that caught my attention was Topaz Basin in Yavapai County. It is not on the website map but in the text. I checked the
USGS Arizona Place Names Gazetter, and there is an official place,
Topaz Basin. It is close to Interstate 17, by the route 169 turnoff. The
website states the archeological investigators found no topaz and
that perhaps the small clear obsidian nodules they found were misidentified as topaz. Sounds like a place to visit.
DR. RAYMOND GRANT is the President of the Mineralogical Society
of Arizona

(via The Rockhound Record, Aug-Sep 2012)
(via the RMFMS, Sep 2012)

In any case, I now prefer pieces of plastic sheet to boost up my
stones. Pieces are readily available from product packaging or from
old credit cards. I just cut a piece to loosely fit the bezel and drop in
the stone (with some dental floss) to check its height.
(Via Rocky Mountain Federation News - August 2012)
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Magdalena, New Mexico

Magdalena is a village in Socorro County, New Mexico, United States. The
population was 938 at the 2010 census.

David Bingell’s demonstration
of building a Rock Garden
in a Bowl

"The Lady on the Mountain" is a rock formation on Magdalena Peak overlooking Magdalena. Spanish soldiers saw the face of a woman on the
west face of the peak. A priest with them was reminded of a similar peak
in Spain called "La Sierra de Maria Magdalena", so he called the New
Mexico one "La Sierra de Magdalena". The pass to the south of the peak
became known as Magdalena Gap, and when a town grew up it received
the same name.
Magdalena has recently been trying to transform itself into an art center
and cultural destination. The opening of several art galleries and the Magdalena Hall Hotel and the renovation of the Bank West building have
made their mark on this high-desert village. Several rock and mineral
shops have been around since the mining boom days. The ghost town of
Kelly and two festivals, the Lady Magdalen Art Walk and the Old Timers
Reunion and Rodeo, bring tourists to the area.

Jeanne creating her garden

Newly paved roads, additions to the middle/high school, a public water
system, trash disposal service, and the opening of a new mini-mart and
gas station have improved the quality of life for its citizens. In late 2010, a
discount variety store opened next to the locally owned Trails End Market, which then closed in 2012. In 2011 a tire shop and a blacksmith shop
also opened.
The Very Large Array lies 20 miles west of the community.

Tonie’s Rock Garden bowl

The Very Large Array (VLA) is a radio astronomy observatory
located on the Plains of San Agustin, between the towns of
Magdalena and Datil, some fifty miles (80 km) west of Socorro,
New Mexico, USA. The VLA has made key observations of black
holes and protoplanetary disks around young stars, discovered
magnetic filaments and traced complex gas motions at the Milky
Way's center, probed the Universe's cosmological parameters,
and provided new knowledge about the physical mechanisms that
produce radio emission. The VLA stands at an elevation of 6970 ft
(2124 m) above sea level. It is a component of the National Radio
Astronomy Observatory (NRAO).[1]
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window. The flag featured a star for each family member
serving in their country – living members were denoted in blue
but gold stars honored family members who were killed while in
duty. In 1918 President Woodrow Wilson approved the wearing
of black arm bands bearing a gilt star by those who had a family
member who died in the military service to the United States.
This distinguished them from the blue stars, representing a
family member presently serving in the armed forces.

Gold Star Mothers Day
Sunday, September 30, 2012
Gold Star Mother’s Day is observed in the United States on the
last Sunday of September each year. It is a day for people to
recognize and honor those who have lost a son or daughter
while serving the United States Armed Forces. A gold star
represents a son or daughter who died while serving the United
States Armed Forces.
Each year on Gold Star Mother's Day the United States
president calls on all Americans to display the nation's flag and
hold appropriate meetings to publicly express their love, sorrow,
and reverence towards Gold Star Mothers and their families.
Government buildings are also required to display the flag.
American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. is an organization of mothers
whose sons or daughters served and died while serving their
nation in times of war or conflict. It organizes major events that
take place on or around Gold Star Mother’s Day each year.
Previous activities included a Gold Star flower wreath laying
service, as well as an afternoon tour of President Lincoln’s cottage in Washington DC.
The last Sunday in September is also Parents of Fallen Military
Sons and Daughters Day in New Jersey. This day is a tribute to
all parents whose children died as a result of their service with
the United States Armed Forces. It commemorates the
contributions, commitments and sacrifices made by those parents individually and through the American Gold Star
Mothers, Inc.
Gold Star Mother’s Day is not a designated public holiday in the
United States, so public life is not affected.
The name the Gold Star Mothers was derived from the custom
of military families who put a service flag near their front

American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. was incorporated in 1929,
obtaining a federal charter from the US Congress. It began with
25 mothers living in the Washington DC area and soon
expanded to include affiliated groups throughout the nation.
On June 23, 1936, a joint congressional resolution designated
the last Sunday in September as Gold Star Mother's Day,
a holiday that has been observed each year by a presidential
proclamation.
A gold star symbolizes a family member who died in the line of
duty while serving the United States Armed Forces. It may be
seen on a service flag or in the form of a pin, which is worn by
Gold Star mothers. The pin is not limited to mothers and it is
awarded by the US Department of Defense.
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September Birth Stone - Sapphire
1- The word sapphire comes from the Latin sapphiru which
means blue.
2- Sapphires come in a rainbow of colors from the vibrant blue of
the midday sky, to the navy blue of the night sky, yellow reflections of the sun, and the pink of dawn and dusk. 25karats.com
also offers sapphires in more unusual colors such as purple,
orange, green and black.
Today I received an email from Quality Service Contractors reminding us all about doing the Circle of Safety Walk around our
vehicles before we “jump in and go”. The story below brought
me back to a younger time in my life when a contractor lost his
life while doing a remodel project at our home. Later on, I had a
cousin that lost his life when my uncle did not realize he was
running towards the tractor and wagon he was driving on their
farm. These things can happen so quickly and everyone in our
company needs to be aware before they get in their service truck.
Why Do the Circle of Safety Walk Around Vehicles?
A client of ours requires all drivers to do a Circle of Safety Walk
(360 Walk Around Inspection: Safety Policy 1.10.2.3) of their
vehicle prior to operating the vehicle. The pictorial below is
one good reason this walk should be conducted.
In the picture, one can see this young child in the wheel well
of the truck. A crew working for a Utility Company found this
child while conducting a CIRCLE OF SAFETY of the company
truck that the crew members were driving. It is hard to imagine
what would have happened if the employee had jumped in the
truck and driven off without doing a walk around inspection.
Please share this eye opening, bone chilling photo and experience with your co-workers and family members.
This same work crew has also reported children climbing
into the back of company vehicles. Keep in mind children will
be out of school on summer break soon so keep a watch out for
them.

3- Sapphire is the birthstone for September. It is also a
traditional gift for those celebrating 5th or 45th anniversaries.
4- Sapphires belong to the family of minerals known as corundum. They are among the strongest natural
gemstones in existence, second only to diamonds.
5- Sapphires have been found across the globe in countries as
far apart as Australia and Kashmir, China and Cambodia. The
majority of sapphires for sale at 25karats.com originate in Madagascar, Kashmir and Ceylon.
6- The most valuable sapphires are a mid color blue with a concentrated hue which remains constant under all lighting conditions.
7- Sapphires of up to 2 carats are common. Larger sapphires of
up to 10 carats are not difficult to find in a variety of colors.
8- The largest cut and polished sapphire, with a weight of 61,500
carats is the Millennium Sapphire.
9- Sapphires are often associated with loyalty and dignity and are
a favorite gemstone for royalty.
10- Most natural sapphires undergo heat treatment to improve
their color and clarity. This industry-accepted practice results in
a permanent enhancement and helps protect against accidental
chipping or breakage.

Follow this client of ours policy of walking around your vehicle
prior to operating it. Hopefully you will never experience this
situation, but if you do, you just saved a child’s life.
Remember – Not only on the job, but off the job as well…
I work with one contractor who makes it mandatory that any
employee who pulls onto the property, whether in a personal
vehicle or company vehicle, needs to back into the parking
spots. Not only does it look nice, you can see if kids are playing
in the parking lot when you pull up. You may not know if they are
there when you leave since you usually have other things on
your mind.
Pay attention to safety. You don’t want to ruin your year by injuring or worse yet – killing a child who sees your truck as a playground.
Posted June 1, 2012 by Bill Kinnard, Grandy Associates

Rough Sapphires

Faceted Sapphires

Be sure to mark your calendar for next month’s
meeting on October 7, 2012, @ 1pm, @ the VFW
in Show Low.

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

Primary Business Address
Your Address Line 2

Primary Business Address
Your Address Line 2
Your Address Line 3

Arizona Rocks & Minerals #3
Pegmatite
mica
feldspar
garnet
chrysocolla
galena
manganese
amethyst
turquoise
bornite
bronchantite
petrified wood
peridot
chrysotile
carnelian

THIS MONTH’S Word Search puzzle
courtesy of the Editor, Karen Stokes
(3rd of 5 in the Arizona series)

