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President’s Message
It was nice seeing so many members at the meeting this month. The educational program given by Tony
Potucek on the history of mining and mineral collecting in Arizona was very informative and his anecdotes
about the miners and mines in his personal photos were interesting. We look forward to a presentation he will
give next year on Smithsonite in Arizona. Tony has a warehouse full of information and experience on
Arizona collecting, history and mining, and I am happy he is willing to share that with us.
I hope lots of members are planning to attend the Magdalena trip in September. They will have a chance to
see the old mine workings and head frame at the Kelly Mine, and to check out the tailings there and at other
mines in the area. There are also a couple of rock shops in the area. I am sure Sumner has lots of activities
and places to visit on the agenda. Sumner has been working hard to see that everyone has a good time on
our field trips. He does lots of research, has maps available and shows us the material we are rockhounding.
We are getting more and more people on our outings which is a great thing.
I hope everyone is having a great summer. This has been the longest hot spell I remember since I have been
in the White Mountains (since ’93). But that only means more opportunities to recreate.
Thank you Charlene for once again taking the minutes at our meeting. We couldn’t get along without you and
David, who will be giving the September educational program. It looks like a fun activity and something to do
with the kids and grandkids.
Thanks to the members who brought snacks this month and thanks in advance to those of you who will bring
the goodies next month. Keep enjoying your summer!
Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any comments
or information that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general membership meeting or call the editor
prior to the following weekend
after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
Beverages will be available.
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The meeting was called to order by Tonie Mondragon at
1:25 pm.
There were no new guests in attendance.
The minutes for the July 2012 Rock Talk were approved by
LaJeanne Stevens and seconded by Stan Arneklev.
Officer reports: Tonie read a letter from the National Forest
Foundation thanking the club for the $1000.00 donation for
the reforestation of the Wallow Fire area. Tonie also read a
letter from the Federation thanking us for a $1000.00
donation to the scholarship fund.
There is a show in Silver City, New Mexico at the fairgrounds, October 5th thru the 7th.
Snacks this month were provided by A-L and next month it
is M-Z’s turn to provide the food. Please donate to the
“Pitcher fund” if you drink from the pitchers of beer and
soda. These are purchased (and not provided by the VFW)
and we need to cover our costs.
The positions of Secretary and Vice president are still open.
No progress has been made on the fund raiser. But Tonie
has made progress on filing our mining claims.
Today’s education will be a presentation by Tony Potucek.
Next months education will be “Miniature Rock Gardens”. If
you would like to participate bring in a small shallow bowl,
small and medium pebbles, and a stone to be your center
piece, a small paint brush, white Elmer’s type glue and a
bowl that you can mix the glue and water.
Brookie showed the Petrified Wood that is partially tumbled
for the tumbled rock competition that we entered. She
asked for any suggestions or ideas to help in the progress
of the tumbling before it needs to be sent in to the
competition on 9/1/2012.
We need an education program for October. Ideas were
something on GPS or recovering silver or gold from silver
and gold plate items.
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you need the phone numbers to make reservations, give
Sumner a call. October 27 we will be going to the meadow
for a memorial to spread Fred’s ashes, then onto Luna, NM
for Blue Agate.
Kathleen showed the items for the drawing which included
a Trilobite magnet (man-made), a Chrysocolla specimen,
and an Apopholite/Stilbite specimen.
Old Business: David asked how much it costs to advertise
in the newsletter. Tonie will do some research to find out
what our decision was.
New Business: Bill Stalder asked to pass around samples
of rocks from Mongolia that were brought back by a friend
from a veterinarian trip. The stones are mostly agates and a
piece of amethyst.
We took a break and came back for an Educational
presentation by Tony Potucek on “The Mineral Collection
History of Arizona” Tony had a slide presentation that
showed us the breakdown of which mines produced in
which years of Arizona’s history. Many of the slides were
historic pictures of the mines and mineral specimens from
the mines. Also there were pictures of many of his
co-miners digging in the mines. The earliest specimen from
Arizona that had been cataloged was from Hetzelman
Mine and was silver in Sphalerite. The pictures of the
specimens were quite beautiful from many remote locations
that are no longer in production and some of the mines
are now owned by private citizens and are no longer
accessible to collectors. Tony expressed that minerals are
an appreciation of God’s art and there are many spectacular
mineral specimens that have come out of Arizona.
After seeing his presentation and minerals specimen
pictures I must agree. Thank you Tony!
The meeting came to a close and the drawings were done.
The magnet Trilobite went to Sue. David B won the 50/50
which was $20.. Ken won the Chrysocolla and David B won
the Apopholite specimen. The meeting was called to
adjourn at 3:00pm. David B motioned and Nanz seconded.
The silent auction closed a minute later.
Respectfully submitted:
Charlene Bingell

The highway cleanup will be held on September 8th.
Larry gave the Treasurers report. We had two
expenses this last month and he gave the totals for the
month.
Charlene Bingell is the acting Secretary this month.
Karen, our Editor, asked for people to fill out the form
“about you” so she can include them in the newsletter. It
was asked that the word search font be a little bigger for
those of us who have a hard time seeing.
Board Members: Nanz stated that she still gets
inquiries about the club by phone as she is still the contact
for information on the club.
Field Trip Chairman: Sumner reported that the Picnic in July
was a lot of fun with 16 cars of people attending. On August
25th we will be going to Woodruff to collect Petrified Wood.
In September we will be going to Magdalena on 9/21-9/23. If

Tony Potucek
Engineer & Author

For the September 2012 meeting,
members who’s name
begins with M - Z,
please bring snacks.
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The Forest Service closed the area out of Strawberry-Pine that we were going to because
of the Fire threat. So, we decided to have a Picnic. The picnic was held at
Show Low Park, and was a Great Success! We had brats smothered in Tonie’s
delicious onion-pepper relish. There were many fine side dishes and some great desserts.
We pitched horseshoes and a good time was had by the 16 members & 2 guests who
attended.
Sumner Christie

July 2012 Picnic in Show Low Park

For those of you who can’t make it to the outings, you need to make a special effort to do so
Sumner is doing a GREAT job of organizing the field trips, and we are ALL having fun!
Ya’ll Come and have some fun! (the Editor)
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*********SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT*********
5th Annual GILBERT MINERAL SHOW!
Please join us for the 5th annual Gilbert Mineral Show in Gilbert, AZ.
This is an opportunity for collectors to see our dealers' newest
acquisitions before the Denver Gem & Mineral Show. This year we are
featuring 4 quality mineral dealers:
- De Natura
- I C Minerals
- Shannon & Sons
- Unique Minerals
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August/September Birthdays
August

September

1st - Sharon Benton
14th—Rick Olson

No Birthdays Listed

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Ya’ll ! !
MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE!!

WHEN: Saturday, August 18, 2012, 10-3 PM
WHERE: Gilbert Historical Society Museum
10 S. Gilbert Road
(SW Corner of Gilbert & Elliot)
Gilbert, AZ 85296
The show will be held in the Gilbert Historical Society Museum at the
southwest corner of Elliot Road & Gilbert Road in Gilbert, AZ. Please
park in the elementary school parking lot on Elliot Road just west of
the museum. The show is in the building closest to the school.
SNACKS AND BEVERAGES will be served by Melissa.
See you all there!
Evan, Isaias, Les, & Mike
Courtesy of Lois Splendoria
MSA Newsletter Editor – The Rockhound Record

Per Rick, the Western Motel in Magdalena is
out of single rooms, but have other rooms on
hold for our group for that weekend. The
High Country Lodge still has some singles
plus they are giving anyone in our group a
10% discount for that weekend. If you are
planning on going, ya’ll better get on the
stick for your reservation!

August/September/October Show Dates
August 3-5 Prescott, Arizona
Annual Show, Prescott Gem & Mineral Club
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University Activity Center
3700 Willow Creek Rd.
Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Adults $2, children 12 and under, free.

Contact Judy Sullins (928) 445-1117
http://www.prescottgemmineral.org/
September 1-3 Silver City, New Mexico
29th annual show; Grant County Rolling Stones
Grant County Conference Center 3031 US Highway 180,
at 32nd street bypass.
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5, 10-4; free admission
Contact Lee Stockman (575) 956-8578
http:/rollingstonesgms.blogspot.com
October 5-7 Albuquerque, New Mexico
Annual Show; Albuquerque Gem & Mineral Club;
Creative Arts Building, New Mexico State
Fairgrounds; Daily 9-5; Free admission;
More than 70 dealers
Contact Jay Penn (505) 883-4195
Website: www.agmc.info

For more show dates, go to www.rockngem.com

Unofficial Holidays in August
3rd - National Watermelon Day
10th - National S'mores Day
13th - Left Hander's Day
14th - V-J Day
15th - Feast of the Assumption
15th - World Youth Day date varies widely
30th - National Marshmallow Toasting Day
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(submitted by Tonie Mondragon, Club President)
(From a former edition of Rock Talk)
Jack Schornick got the nickname “The Crystal King” due to his prescient ability to find quartz crystal in and around Escudilla Mountain
and the San Francisco River. I first met Jack when Fred and Eunice invited him to meet the club at a fieldtrip in search of the mineral
Bytownite outside Pueblo Campground near Reserve, New Mexico. The Club was camping at the Ditch Campsite where we had base
camped several times.. Jack met us at the parking lot in Pueblo and showed us a sample of quartz crystals that he had collected at one
of his claims. I later became convinced it was the last bit of good crystal out of that claim along the San Francisco River and he only
disclosed the site because he took everything worthwhile that was there and wanted to partake in our sumptuous pot lucks at our campouts.
Jack would be the first to tell you he was a prospector rather than a rockhound. After retiring from the Postal Service in Oklahoma, and
after having fully criss-crossed all the rock environs in his home State Jack somehow he ended up in Luna, New Mexico, and started
prospecting, for Heaven knows what he expected to find in the surrounding area.
He finally settled on quartz crystal and that love affair began. He scouted float, and dug most of the area north, south, east, and west of
Luna, eventually staking a claim along the San Francisco River a little north and a little west of Ditch Camp. From then on he collected
and sold crystal clusters and single crystals, decorating them with little glass hummingbirds and tiny pewter statues, and any which way
he could. He traded crystals for preferential medical treatment and anywhere else it would get him an edge. And he led most our fieldtrips to other sites around Luna and Escudilla. He was the Crystal King.
Jack made the mistake of bragging that he knew where the mother lode of Bytownite crystals was and where they were still embedded in
their matrix. I offered a picnic lunch in exchange for being led to that site. I use the term “led” loosely. This was the result. (Tonie
Mondragon)
The Grand Prix Hike
I submit this report for those of you who may or may not have personal knowledge of the Grand Prix of hiking, conducted this past Labor
Day Weekend, Sunday, at Pueblo Park, New Mexico. I, being one of the participants, feel compelled to give this eye witness account of
the entire contest.
I was invited to guide your rock club President Ms. MonDragon, on a challenging climb, to seek out and capture the elusive Bytownite
Crystal.
When we arrived at the parking area, we were no sooner out of the car when I was made to realize this was also to be a test of strength,
will and stamina. I had hopes that this hike would result in Ms. MonDragon and myself getting to know one another better and some face
to face conversation. I am saddened to confess that the most I saw of Ms. MonDragon on the hike was her heels as she disappeared
over each rise some twenty to thirty yards ahead of me. I did, on occasion, see her face, when she turned and shouted down hill, “Are
You Alright?” I, having no breath with which to answer, did, on occasion, after she had turned her back, stick out my tongue and/or make
some other insulting gesture.
We, upon reaching the top of the mesa, and after much confused searching by Ms. MonDragon’s trusty guide, did find the halfway point
and the purpose of this hike—Bytownite crystal. We, soon after, also found ourselves at the mercy of a somewhat fierce summer storm.
This being accompanied by earth shaking thunder, king size lightning bolts and heavy rain, enhanced by one-quarter to one-half inch size
hail. This was further complicated by a wet, muddy, slip and slide descent of the last one-half mile, which we duly accomplished by
grasping and holding onto every wet branch and rotten log we could reach for support.
Unbeknownst to us at the time, but as we discovered later, we were observed during this mini crisis by a gentleman spy. He was somewhat hunkered down and hidden along the boulders watching these poncho-covered, yet half drenched people stumble down the hill.
I, for one, would not have minded the spy that much if it were not for the fact that Ms. MonDragon, at regular intervals, was shouting over
her shoulder, “You are an idiot.” To which I replied, “If I die up here you can expect a visit from my daughter’s attorney.”
I hesitate to even mention the last one hundred yards of this hike. Ms. MonDragon, leading by only a few yards, initiated a race to the
car, which was parked somewhat upgrade. I am not talking fast walk here, I am saying she broke into a brisk run with pack on her back
and smirk on her face! I have no patience with such absurdities. I marched to the car with head up high, “Beaten, but not defeated.”
That’s my motto.
In closing, let me advise, unless you have legs of steel and lungs filled with pressurized oxygen, do not challenge your Club President,
Ms. MonDragon, to a brisk hike.
Respectfully submitted by the runner-up. C.F. “Jack” Schornick
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FOR SALE:
18” Highland Park Rock Saw
Asking price, $700. Will take payments.
Contact Eunice McQuiston, (Rocky)
928-536-7209
email: rocknglow@frontiernet.net.

Page 6

Highway Cleanup
September 8th, 2012
We will be meeting at the Kmart parking Lot @ 8:30am,
& caravanning to the site. Wear hat, gloves, & bring
drinking water & bug spray. It should only take about 1
hour. Look for the most unique find of the day, and take
a picture of it. Send it to the Editor, Karen Stokes, along
with a short note. It will be put in the next month’s Rock
Talk for everyone's enjoyment. Let your literary side
shine!

PLEASE!!
For those of you who are kind enough to send me items
for the newsletter, all you have to do is send it in an email.
You do NOT have to send it as an attachment! Out here
off-grid, sometimes I can open the attachment, and
sometimes I can’t. It depends on how the Verizon
towers are acting, & how many people are on their
cell phones. I do not have DSL or cable, I have a
measly MiFi Hot Spot. It would be a WHOLE lot easier
for me. Pictures need to be attachments, but text does
not. Also, PLEASE do NOT send me emails in ALL
CAPS!! This means that I have to go in and re-type it all
into upper & lower case.
ALL CAPS IS EQUAL TO SHOUTING AT SOMEONE!

August Field Trip !!!!!

THANKS from your poor Editor!

The August field trip on August 27th will be a “2-fer”!
We will meet at Ed’s IGA in Snowflake at 8:00 and
proceed to the Prior Stone Company off of Hwy 277. We
will be shown the sandstone process and be able to pick
through the scrap pile. We are working with a local Boy
Scout troop to join us. After our tour we will return to
the IGA and join up with those who don’t wish to go to
the sandstone company and head on out to search for
Agatized Petrified Wood outside of Woodruff. Should be
at good day rockhounding!!!
See you there!
Sumner
Don’t forget!! September is Magdalena, NM. Details
given out at the next meeting! October is our trip with
our old friend Fred to the meadow and Luna Agate
Find-O-Rama!!!!

DEADLINE
Please submit articles, reports, etc.
for the newsletter by the Friday
following the General Club Meeting.

August 2012

Rock Talk

Page 7

About You

Hello, My name is Larry Legge. I have lived in the White Mountains since
July of 1978. What I like best about the mountains is the cool summers
and the four seasons.
I am not sure how long I have been a member of the WMG&MC, maybe
five, six, or even seven years (time flys when you are having fun).
My favorite rock/mineral is GOLD!!
Memorable moments have occured on our June group camp-outs. I would
like to go on a field trip to the Prescott, AZ area.
( How about it, Sumner?)
(Larry has been the club treasurer for several years. He has
volunteered his BBQ grill many times and his electrical skills often)

August Coalition Field Trip
There will be a field trip to a couple of sites about 20 miles north of
Ash Fork on Sunday August 19th. This is a Coalition trip, so we may
be accompanied by folks from other clubs. We will be making 3 stops:
one for gray obsidian (which is also an interesting petroglyph [rock
writing] location). There is an old rock cabin along the way, and lastly
we will stop at a fossil site which includes corals, sponges, shark
teeth, brachiopods, bivalves, and other marine fossils. These sites
are all located along Forest Road 142. High clearance vehicle is not
necessary but always recommended. We will meet at the Mustang
gas station at the east end of Ash Fork on Business I-40 at 10 o'clock
on Sunday, August 19th. The gas station is near the junction of I-40
and Highway 89 (Prescott - Ash Fork exit). Bring a lunch and plenty of
liquids. Just a rock hammer or pick and a collecting bucket or bag are
recommended.
Any questions contact Mike Brody 928-277-4365
brodyemail@aol.com
hope to see many of you in Ashfork!!!
**Please wear your club badges so we get to know each other**

Hello, My name is Nanz Marshall. I am married to Larry Legge. I have
been in the White Mountains area since July of 1975. I really like the
weather here! Like Larry, I not sure how long I have been a member of the
WMG&MC. Anywhere from five to seven years.
My favorite rocks/minerals are the ones I can pick up that are found outdoors! This pretty much covers all. There are so many memorable
moments that happen each month and every year because of the great
people in the club. I am pleased with every field trip as long as the weather
is good, so any area is okay with me.
The WMG&MC is the greatest!!!!!
(Nanz has held the position of President for many years in the past. She is
always volunteering her services. She currently is a board member at large
and our "Sunshine" girl)

September Coalition Field Trip
The Maricopa Lapidary Society will host the September Coalition trip
on the 22nd of the month. We will be going after Red Jasper. Some
has hematite streaking, some does not. The solid jasper tends to
hold up better and does not fracture when polishing..
We will meet at the Mingus Mountain Recreation Area parking lot,
which is on 89A between Prescott and Jerome, between mile
marker 336 and 337, on Saturday, September 22 at 9:00 a.m. with a
departure at 9:15 a.m. Waivers and sign-in sheet will need to be
signed prior to leaving. If the area has rain one week prior to or
forecasted for the day of the event, it will be cancelled. There is scant
cell phone service available in the area, as we found out last year.
If you have questions prior to event, call me at 602-866-8758.
I can be contacted by cell phone on the day of the event,
602-703-5188, but remember, coverage is sketchy.
Robin Evans
Robin Evans robin.evans@msn.com
Maricopa Lapidary Society
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David Bingell’s Miniature Stone Garden
Supplies:
Small gravel; either wild caught or bagged fish gravel from store, medium sized gravel; either wild caught or bagged.
Two or three nice decorative stones from your collection.

Peridot

Sardonyx

“White glue” similar to the type used in elementary school (not paste).

August Birthstones
Peridot & Sardonyx

Paint brush, either a small, 1” painter’s brush or a large, 1 – 2 cm
artist’s brush.
One small spoon.
Small bottle of water.
One mixing dish, about the size of the garden.
One or two dishes to use as the garden.
Instructions:
1. Rinse all stones, gravel and dishes with clean water and towel dry.
2. Choose a decorative stone and a dish that “fit” nicely together.
3. Take the mixing dish, put 1 tablespoon of white glue and 2 - 3 tblsp
of water. Mix these together until all the glue is evenly distributed.
4. Estimate the amount of small gravel that will be needed to fill the
bowl holding the decorative stone, and put this estimate of gravel in
with the glue/water mix.
5. Begin to prop the decorative stone in the bowl, supporting it with
the medium sized gravel as needed. When the decorative stone is
able to stand without support, move to next step. If it the stone doesn’t stand on its own, perhaps another choice of bowl should be considered.
6. Liberally brush the glue/water mixture over the medium sized
gravel. Let this sit for a few minutes. This is the last time to make any
arrangements or adjustments.
7. Spoon the small gravel and glue/water mix into the bowl one small
layer at a time. This allows the weight of the gravel to spread evenly
in the bowl. Continue layering until the gravel is about 1/8” (or 1 cm)
below the rim of the bowl. Add small touches, perhaps another color
of gravel to look like a small stream, or small gravel placed standing
on end giving the appearance of greater size to your decorative stone.
When you are satisfied with the appearance of the garden, brush the
remaining glue/water mix over the surface of the gravel and allow the
garden to dry for at least 48 hours to a full week, depending upon the
humidity.
8. Enjoy! These are not like the permanently glued stones one may
find, and can all be taken apart, washed and reused! If you want to
make your stone garden a little stronger, use less water and more
white glue.

Peridot
Peridot is said to host magical powers and healing
properties to protect against nightmares and to bring
the wearer power, influence, and a wonderful year.
As peridot is a gemstone that forms deep inside the Earth
and brought to the surface by volcanoes, in Hawaii,
peridot symbolizes the tears of Pele, the goddess of fire
and volcanoes. Today, most of the peridot supply comes
from Arizona; other sources are China, Myanmar, and
Pakistan. This gemstone comes in several color
variations ranging from yellowish green to brown, but
most consumers are attracted to the bright lime greens
and olive greens. Peridot, in smaller sizes, often is used
in beaded necklaces and bracelets.

Sardonyx
Sardonyx is a form of onyx and is recognized by its
layers of reddish brown and white banding. It was
popular with the ancient Greeks and Romans who carried
into battle talismans of sardonyx engraved with images of
heroes such as Mars or Hercules, believing that this
would bring courage and victory. Because of its attractive
banding, sardonyx has long been used to fashion cameos
(carved raised figures) and intaglios (the reverse of
cameos). This gemstone is found throughout the world.
The most attractive specimens are found in India, but
material also is mined in Czechoslovakia, Brazil,
Uruguay, Germany, and the United States.
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ROCKHOUND STICKERS!

Direct from the Factory! (Karen Stokes, Editor)
They are approximately 4” across,
made from 5-year yellow vinyl
1 for $1, 6 for $5
(+ postage)
Contact Eunice McQuiston, Distributer
928-536-7209
or
rocknglow@frontiernet.net
subject, “Stickers”
(please indicate which one you would like)

Show your Rockhound Pride!
Get a sticker or 2 for your vehicle!
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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

Arizona Rocks & Minerals # 2
jasper
asbestos
jade
uranium
silver
obsidian
fluorite
radioactive nodules
cinnabar
septarian nodules
serpentine
fire agate
banded topaz
manganite
pyrolusite
THIS MONTH’S Word Search puzzle
courtesy of the Editor, Karen Stokes
(2nd of 5 in the Arizona series)

