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President’s Message
President’s letter – July
It is with deep sadness that I report the passing of our dear friend Fred McQuiston on June 27th. Fred and Eunice, two of the
original members of the reorganized White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club in 1995, have been very active Club members. Eunice
and I are the only remaining original members still active in the Club. Thank goodness we have picked so many interesting and
active members along the way. A friend told me: “People are in your life for a season or a reason.” That is so true. People come
and go and you just get a glimpse of them. I am happy to say many of our members have been with us for years and the reason
is: friendship, sharing our enjoyment of this hobby and experiences, helping one another. Thank you all for the reasons you are
in my life.
We had a huge group at the claims this month. We invited the Arizona Coalition to join us and had a great response. Hopefully
everyone found enough crystal and other treasures to satisfy their efforts. There were so many people, I could only visit with a
handful, but they were delightful people with many talents put to use in their rockhound activities.
I am happy to say one of those extremely knowledgeable people, Tony Potucek, will present the educational program next
month. Tony will share his experiences and pictures of his treasures, many of which are featured in the book Collecting Arizona,
State of Mines, Legacy of Minerals and the Arizona Minerals 2012 Calendar.
Three ladies helped out tremendously at the meeting: Ruth King took the minutes; Kathy Amator ran the 50/50 and door prize
drawings for Kathleen Varhol, and Nanz Marshall ran the silent auction for Bill Stalder. Thank you all so much.
We have a change of plans for the July outing. Since the forest is closed we will have a Club bar-b-que at the City Park. Sumner
quickly reserved a ramada and he and Larry will bring their grills. The Club will supply the main course but members are invited
to bring the side dishes. Please contact Sumner about your contribution. We had a great time at the last City Park picnic with
people bringing rocks to trade or give away. Feel free to bring more rocks this time—I’m sure you might have a few you could
part with.
See you there. In the meantime, have a safe and pleasant July.
Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!

Independence Day!
July 4, 2012

Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any comments
or information that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general membership meeting or call the editor
prior to the following weekend
after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
Beverages will be available.
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Meeting was called to order at 1:20 by the President,
who welcomed the members. There were no guests
this month.
A motion to approve the June 2012 minutes as published in the newsletter was made by Nanz Marshall
and second by Rick Olson. Vote to approve was
unanimous.
President announcements:
Passing of Fred McQuiston on June 27th – There will
be an announcement for a gathering of friends to
share with Eunice the spreading of ashes on
Escudilla Mountain. There will be an equipment and
rock sale later and everyone will be advised of that
date.
George Stokes was welcomed back – he’s doing
well.
Still trying to connect with National Forest
Foundation for reforestation donation.
Letter from Federation concerning $1000 scholarship
donation --- we are at 1400% donation level – this is
computed using membership and donation amount.
Well done everyone.
Reminder that a Vice President and Secretary are still
needed.
Fund raising – neck scarf – still researching, etc.
Thanked M-Z people for the great food and reminded
A-L that they have August.
Treasurer’s report was given by Larry Legge. No
corrections noted. Rock Talk Editor, Karen Stokes,
had no announcements or requests this month.
Board Member Nanz Marshall noted that the page in
the newsletter about Bill Stalder and the students
should read May not March. Also since Bill Stalder
could not be at the meeting Nanz would run the silent
auction. Also Kathleen Varhol was absent so Kathy
Amator would run the 50/50 and door prize drawings.

Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524

Field Trip Report given by Sumner Christy.
Wonderful turnout with a total of 77 people from our
club and the Coalition. So many vehicles, it looked
like a parade --- received many thank yous from
coalition members.

Web Master
Ron Ginn
(480)-294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

July Field trip is to Strawberry/Pine area on July 21st
for Jasper and fossils. (Check the newsletter for the
replacement activity since the forest is closed.)

Coalition Trips, Historian, Bonus Prizes
Eunice McQuiston
(928)-536-7209
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Was the June Coalition Field Trip a BIG FLOP????
NOT!!!!
The June trip to the Club Claims was heralded by Attendee’s as “THE BEST EVER”! We had 75 Rock
Hounds (along with Jack & Gary), out on a “PERFECT” day. Everybody found some GOOD STUFF! A lot
was on top of the ground, and some folks dug for some larger pieces. (see enclosed photos). Many
brought their finds by the tent for inspection and admiration. Some comments shared were, “Great Spot”,
“A REALLY GREAT TRIP!”, “I found some good pieces!”, “Beautiful Weather!”, and other equally pleased
comments.
As usual, snacks, cookies and watermelon were shared. We received many “Thanks!” from the coalition
folks as well as from our own members. A GREAT DAY!
SUMNER CHRISTIE

June 2012 Crystal Claims Coalition Field Trip

Remember,
We ALWAYS have
a GOOD TIME!!
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JULY FIELD TRIP ALERT !
Due to fire danger in the mountains West of Strawberry, the
Forest Service has closed access to the area that we were going
to! So our trip on July will be cancelled! . . . Instead we will have a
Bar-b-que!!!!!!!!!!
It will be July 21st, @ 11:00 at the ramada in Show Low Park and
the club will furnish the Meat!!! Please bring a side dish, or dessert,
or salad, or chips and dips, or soda (bring your own beer).. Email
me with how many are coming and what you will bring..
sumner01@frontiernet.net See ya there!!! Bring your yard sale
finds and your best horseshoe game!!!
SEE YOU THERE! . . .Sumner

Page 4

July/August Birthdays
July

August

3rd - Tonie MonDragon
10th - Nanz Marshall
10th - Sue Huber
12th - Steve Miller
13th - LaJeanne Stevens
15th - Mary Ann Moseley
21st - Larry Legge
25th - Sharon Dixon
31st - Peggy Lancaster

1st - Sharon Benton
14th - Rick Olson

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Ya’ll ! !
MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE!!

Using Minerals to Remove Silver Tarnish
There are a number of recipes that you can find on the internet that can be used to
remove tarnish from silver. remember, from our discussion on silver on pages 2 and
3, that when hydrogen sulfide in the air comes into contact with silver, the silver
tarnishes and a dark coating of silver sulfide forms on the surface of the silver. It is
dark gray to black.
Here is a recipe for removing silver tarnish. Though this works well on silver items in
your house, we suggest that you do not remove tarnish from natural silver specimens. Though it may make them
look bright and shiny, they will tarnish again. it will also reduce the value of the
specimen.
What you will need:
A glass bowl large enough to hold your tarnished silver item.
A tarnished silver item (spoon, fork, jewelry, old silver coin, etc.)
Enough hot water to cover your tarnished silver item in the glass bowl.
A piece of aluminum foil.
1/4 cup borax
2 tablespoons salt
What you will do:
1. heat the water on the stove. CAUTION: Get help from an adult for this step. You
don’t need to heat the water to boiling, but we have learned that warmer water works
better than cooler water.
2. Place the piece of aluminum foil in the bowl. Make sure the shiny side of the
aluminum foil is up.
3. CAREFULLY pour in the warmed water so that it is deep enough to cover your
tarnished silver item.
4. Stir in the 1/4 cup borax.
5. Stir in the 2 tablespoons of salt.
6. CAREFULLY place your tarnished silver item in the bowl so that it sits completely
on the aluminum foil.
7. Watch as the tarnish leaves the silver item. The item should become brighter and
brighter (cleaner) as the tarnish comes off. You might be able to see that the shiny
aluminum foil now has tarnish on it!
8. Carefully remove the item from the water. Remember that the water was hot at
first. Be very, very careful not to burn yourself!

Courtesy, Mini Miners Monthly, June 2012

July/August Show Dates
July 21-22 Flagstaff, Arizona
Retail Show; Radisson Woodlands Hotel, 1175 W. Rte. 66;
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3, children under 12, free with adult.
Contact Sharon Szymanski (480) 215-9101
August 3-5 Prescott, Arizona
Annual Show, Prescott Gem & Mineral Club
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University Activity Center
3700 Willow Creek Rd.
Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Adults $2, children 12 and under, free.

Contact Judy Sullins (928) 445-1117
http://www.prescottgemmineral.org/
September 1-3 Silver City, New Mexico
29th annual show; Grant County Rolling Stones
Grant County Conference Center 3031 US Highway 180,
at 32nd street bypass.
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5, 10-4; free admission
Contact Lee Stockman (575) 956-8578
http:/rollingstonesgms.blogspot.com

For more show dates, go to www.rockngem.com

Fredrick Lord McQuiston, age 84, passed away Wednesday, June 27, 2012 in Show Low, Arizona. He was
born February 11, 1928 in Taft, California to Armel Ford McQuiston & Janet Maud Miller McQuiston.
As a young man Fred worked in many fields such as leveling ground, cutting timber and ranching in
Oregon. He lived in California, Oregon & Alaska and then moved to Arizona in 1971. Fred served
honorably in the U.S. Navy from 1946-1948 and in the Navy Reserves from 1950-1952. He married Eunice
Halsted Ryan in Snowflake, Arizona on December 20, 1991. Fred retired from Stone Container Corp.
in 1992, where he worked as an instrument technician as a supervisor. After retirement Fred
& Eunice enjoyed traveling around the United States for several years. Fred was an avid fisherman
who especially loved fishing at Lake Powell. Later in life he enjoyed "Rock Hounding". His favorite rocks were
Zebra Agates.
Fred is survived by his wife Eunice of Snowflake; 2 stepsons, Danny (Bonnie) & Wally Heubel;
and many friends & "Rock Hound" buddies. He is preceded in death by his sister Elizabeth McQuiston
& his parents Armel & Janet McQuiston.
No services are scheduled at this time. A celebration of his life will be held later this summer
on Escudilla Mountain, east of Springerville, AZ.

“Rockin” Cowboy Fred
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Pentaceratops - A New Kid on the Block
For those of you out there who are interested,
all of Fred McQuiston's lapidary equipment,
raw material, and finished material are for sale.

Last summer a UNM undergraduate discovered a juvenile Pentaceratops
dinosaur fossil during a class trip to the Bisti. The possibility that this
fossil is a complete skeleton of a young Pentaceratops has caused the
New Mexico Museum of Natural and History, as well as paleontologist
Robert Sullivan, of the State Museum of Pennsylvania, to apply for permits to excavate the rare remains in the local Bisti/De-Na-Zin Wilderness
Area. Excavation could begin this summer or fall.

Fred had an extensive collection of saws,
polishers, grinders, tumblers, and other types
of lapidary equipment.

Pentaceratops is a ceratopsid dinosaur from the late Cretaceous period
in North America. Its name comes from the Greek penta (five), ceras
(horn), and ops (face) and means five-horned face. The dinosaur had a
very distinct-ive face with five horns – one above the nostril, two above
the eyes and one on each cheek – as well as a bone frill on the back of
the skull with two large oval openings. An adult was estimated to have
been about 27 feet long and to have weighed around 13,000 lbs.
Pentaceratops lived around 75 million years ago and their remains have
been mostly found in the Kirtland Formation in the San Juan Basin of
New Mexico. This area used to be a lush tropical rain forest. The dinosaur was an herbivore and likely fed on the predominant plants of the
era: ferns, cycads and conifers. The first example of the dinosaur was
collected by C.H. Sternberg in the San Juan Basin in 1923. Only two
complete Pentaceratops skeletons have been found in the world and
both were collected here in the San Juan Basin. Fragments of the dinosaur were found in 2006 in Colorado. No juvenile Pentaceratops have
been found until this discovery so it is a pretty important find. The Pentaceratops will stay in New Mexico, and will likely be displayed in the New
Mexico Museum of Natural and History in about two years after being
cleaned and repaired. Information for this article came from:
www.wikipedia.org
www.nmnaturalhistory.org & www.daily-times.com

Via The Pick-Hammer News, July 2012

Please contact
Eunice McQuiston
for further details:
928-536-7209
or
rocknglow@frontiernet.net

Lapidary Tips – Cleaning Slabs
Every once in a while, I come across a slab that had been cut
some time ago or was not cleaned or not completely cleaned of
the old saw oil on it. Several methods will work on removing the
oil such as soaking it in gasoline or acetone.
Soaking the slabs in Simple Green® cleaner is
another method. Toluene will also remove oils from rocks. After
each chemical application it is recommended that you soak the
slab in soapy water or in Simple Green® cleaner.
Via
El Paso Mineral & Gem Society, The Voice, May 2011
Via
Pick- Hammer News
San Juan County Gem and Mineral Society-Farmington, New
Mexico, July 2012

A Pentaceratops dinosaur sculpture by David
Thomas is on display at the New Mexico Museum
of Natural History.
Photo © David Baccadutre.
www.nmnaturalhistory.org
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About You

Hello, my name is David Bingell and I have been in the White Mountains of AZ for 11 years. What I like about the area is the low pollution
and great outdoors! I have been a member of the WMG&MC for 10
years. My favorite rocks/minerals are Selenite and Turquoise. One of
my most memorable moments happened on the field trip to
Magdalena, NM in 2010 when I found a small piece of Smithsonite
(rare find) at the Kelly Mine.
I am only dreaming but would like to go to the Giant's Stairway in
Ireland on a field trip, but in reality, Arkansas for diamonds would be
okay.
(David has held the position of vice-president including other positions, providing educational information to members and is always
interesting to listen to)

Hello, my name is Charlene Bingell, David's wife. I have been in the
White Mountains for the last 11 years. What I like best about the area
are the four seasons. I have been a member of the WMG&MC for 10
years. My favorite rocks/minerals are emeralds, malachite, watermelon tourmaline, and fluorite. Some memorable moments I've had
as a club member were spent in Magdalena, NM looking through the
Kelly Mine tailings and on the Wyoming field trip where I picked up
"thrown away" fish fossils to bring home. They were given out at our
show. I would like to go on a field trip to Australia for opal but would
settle for Nevada opal for now.
(Charlene has held the position of Editor of "Rock Talk" for our club
and volunteers for other positions when needed.)

Hello, my name is Bill Stalder and I have lived in the White Mountains
area for the past six plus years. What I like best about this area are
the people, the beauty of, and the slower pace of living. I have been a
member of the WMG&MC for almost five years and my favorite
rock/mineral is Tourmaline and other crystals.

Hello, my name is Linda Stalder, Bill's wife. Like Bill, I have been in
the White Mountains area for six plus years. What I like about this
area are the pine trees and the slower pace of living. I have been
a member of the WMG&MC for almost five years. My favorite
rock/mineral is obsidian.

Memorable moments include putting on mini rock/educational shows
for the 5th graders at the Blue Ridge Middle School.

Many memorable moments have happened on our club's field trip.
(ask her about some). I would like to see another scheduled trip to
the DoBell Ranch. I love all the people in our club (Linda helps Bill
with the mini rock/educational shows at Blue Ridge and helps the
club whenever and wherever she can).

(Bill is the auctioneer for our club's silent auction.)
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Safety Note: Rattlesnakes!
by Owen Martin, Safety Chair, AFMS
The following is an excerpt taken from the State of Florida’s guide for field surveyors.
Since we travel off the beaten path in a similar
fashion when in the field I thought it would be interesting to see how the state approaches the issue of “snake safety.”
Snakebites of surveyors are quite rare, yet the dreaded hazard of rattlesnakes
abounds through Florida. Even if preventive measures fail, current knowledge and
treatment offer the best prognosis ever for snakebite victims.

July's Birthstone: Ruby
Birthstone Properties: Fire and emotion.

Though seemingly rare, poisonous snakes annually bite 6,500 to 7,000 Americans.
Always take the following precautions:

Ruby is the birthstone for July and also the anniversary gemstone for
the 15th and 40th years of marriage. The history of ruby mining dates
back more than 2,500 years ago, and today the coveted gemstone is
found in Burma, Thailand, Kenya, Tanzania, India, Sri Lanka,
Australia, Cambodia, Kenya, Tanzania, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and
the United States.

1. Always assume snakes are active. Do not relax your vigil on sunny winter days.
2. Do not make “solo” trips across snake country which is remote from habitations
and frequently used roads.
3. When traversing brush or grassy terrain, use a “decoy” such as a level rod or a
lath, alongside your legs. Walk heavily to create vibrations that can be felt by snakes
(a snake does not hear).
4. Walk away from the shaded side of clumps and bushes when the weather is hot
and sunny.
5. Step atop logs and large rocks, instead of stepping over them and into unseen
areas. The safest policy is to walk around such obstacles.
6. Do not jump down from overhangs onto areas where snakes might be hidden from
view.
7. Avoid steep climbs if possible where a snake, uphill from you, could strike the
upper portions of your body. Bites on the torso, the neck, and the head are much
more damaging and more difficult to treat than those on the limbs.
8. Never climb vertical or near vertical faces where handholds on unseen areas
above your head are required.
9. Do not attempt, under any circumstances, to capture snakes!!
10. Do not try to kill a snake unless it is a positive threat to safety.
11. Avoid likely snake areas such as small rodent trails, pack rats’ nests or gopher
tortoise dens.
12. When necessary to move low-lying logs, large rocks and boards, use a pry bar,
not your hands.
13. Double your precautions at night, especially in warm weather.
14. Keep vehicles near your work area for rapid transport if a snakebite should
occur.
15. If at all possible, maintain radio contact with isolated employee.
16. Know the location of the nearest medical facility where anti-venom is available
and the quickest route there.
17. Do not collect rattles. A fine and highly abrasive dust often accumulates inside
the rattles and can cause lasting damage to the eyes.
18. Wear high leather boots or snake-leggings in high-hazard areas.
19. Remember that rattlesnakes do not always signal their presence by rattling.
via AFMS Newsletter, June-July 2012

Called the "Lord of Gems" by ancient Hindus, rubies are one of the
most highly prized gems throughout history. The fiery glow of rubies
is said to come from the gemstone's internal and eternal flame.
For this reason, the gift of a ruby is a symbol of everlasting love.
If worn on the left hand, ancient lore has it that the Ruby will bring
good fortune. It is a perfect engagement ring gemstone and a
popular alternative to or addition to diamond engagement bands.
Hard, but Soft The word ruby comes from the Latin "ruber," meaning
red. It is a variety of the mineral Corundum that is called sapphire
when it is any color except red. Only when it is red does it earn the
designation of "ruby."
But that's not to say that there's only one "red" for rubies. Rubies
range in hue from an orangey red to a purplish red, although the
most treasured rubies are still true red in color.
The ruby is a very durable gemstone, surpassed in hardness only by
diamonds. But despite its hard nature, it has a soft side. According to
legend, you should never make faces at a ruby in a museum or
ignore it because it will grow dull if slighted or not worn or seen.
Royalty chose rubies as a powerful talisman that could help protect
them against evil by anticipating its arrival. Monarchs thought that
rubies would darken when peril was danger, and then return to its
original color once the threat was past.
In an interesting way, rubies had their own built-in anti-theft device: it
was believed that in order for rubies to act for good, it was believed
that they had to be in the hands of their rightful owner.
A Ruby By Any Other Name Gemstones that are not rubies are also
called rubies. The Balas Ruby is a type of spinel (a hard glassy mineral). Bohemian Rubies are derived from rose quartz, and Siberian
"rubies" are really red or pink tourmaline. In the United States, the
American, Cape, Montana, and Rocky Mountain "rubies" are really
different varieties of garnet.
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ROCKHOUND stickers!

Direct from the Factory! (Karen Stokes, Editor)
They are approximately 4” across,
made from 5-year yellow vinyl
1 for $1, 6 for $5
(+ postage)
Contact Eunice McQuiston, Distributer
928-536-7209
or
rocknglow@frontiernet.net
subject, “Stickers”
(please indicate which one you would like)

Show your Rockhound Pride!
Get a sticker or 2 for your vehicle!
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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

Arizona Rocks & Minerals # 1
quartz
hornblende
epidote
jasper
hematite
siderite
chalcedony
tourmaline
magnetite
gold
mimetite
pyrite
azurite
molybdenite
ferrimolybdite

cuprite
agate
chalcopyrite
malachite
copper
andlusite crystals
tourmaline
onyx
marcasite
opalite
apache tears
desert rose
geode
calcite

THIS MONTH’S Word Search puzzle
courtesy of the Editor, Karen Stokes
(1st of 3 in the Arizona series)
(she FINALLY learned this DINOSAUR word search program!)

