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President’s Message
We were graced with the presence of 25 members this month. It is wonderful when we have a good turn out – there’s
more food on the table! More importantly it is great to hear the exchange of ideas and what everyone has been up to.
David Bingell brought in some of his yard sale treasures to show and tell. He had a gold ring, a diamond, some carved
bone items and turquoise jewelry – that he bought at low, low prices. He issued a challenge to the membership to go
yard saleing and thrift store hunting to find treasures. You have a couple of weekends to do this. Then bring your
treasures to the next meeting, July 1st for show and tell! If you run in the David and Charlene on other members on your
explorations DON’T start a bidding war!!!
I am so sorry I couldn’t go on the fieldtrip to gold pan. I was sick with some awful bronchial thing that was going
around. Now I’m sick that I didn’t go because everyone found GOLD! Mostly flakes but I heard Kathy Amator found a
small chunk. I’ll bet Gary was giving her guidance.
We expect to see a lot of club members and Arizona Coalition members on our June field trip to our claims. Please take
a guest in hand and show them the ropes. You know, look for float, dig holes and cover up the holes after you extract
your treasures. There’s lots of good stuff left on the ground having been exposed by weather or previous digs. There
will be something for everybody. Let’s also bring along some treats to share with our guests. A watermelon or two and
some extra cookies never hurt.
Thanks Charlene Bingell for taking minutes at the meeting. Your help is greatly appreciated.
As an update, we are pleased to tell you we have sent our $1,000 contribution to the Rocky Mountain Federation for the
Club’s scholarship donation. As well, we have sent the Club’s $1,000 contribution to the National Forest Foundation for
the reforestation of the Wallow Fire area. That is an area close to the claims and where we like to rockhound. These
contributions were voted on as part of our 2012 budget and you should feel very good about yourselves for making
these contributions.
Good Work!!!

For All Rockhounds in the area!

Father’s Day
June 17, 2012

Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any comments
or information that members wish
to have included in the monthly
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Rock Talk
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING
JUNE 3, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Tonie Mondragon at
1:35 pm. We did not have any guests but two returning
members did attend– Bob
Mr. Schuppe
Shoup and
andTony
TonyPotucek.
Potucek.
The first order of business was to approve the Minutes in
the May Rock Talk. The Minutes were approved by Nanz
Marshall and seconded by Linda Stalder.
Officer Reports: Tonie thanked the A-L gang for bringing
a great variety of food. Next month M-Z is encouraged to
bring snacks and goodies to eat. There is a donation cup
next to the beverages. The beverages are not supplied
by the VFW. We need to pay for the pitchers. So if you
are helping yourself to the beverages please put a
donation in the cup. You have to be a member of the
VFW to buy from the bar.
We need a secretary and vice president if anyone is
interested. There are only 6 months left in the year.
Thank you to the acting secretaries- Charlene, Eunice,
and Ruth. David Adams will be presenting our education
program today on Lapidary. Tonie and Nanz will do more
investigating on the scarfs
scarvesthat
thatwewewould
wouldlike
liketo touse
useasasa
afund
fundraiser.
raiser.
Larry gave the financial report. Our monthly expenses
were $91.37 and our income was $420.00.
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Open
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Open
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Karen, our editor had nothing to report, but she did give
an update on her husband George, and he is improving
every day. Ron, our webmaster updated us on the fact
that we have 61 members and 45 families.
Field Trip Report: Sumner reported that the field trip on
May 5th was conspired against by the wind gods. The trip
was to Miami to go gold panning at the Old Mine Shaft.
Every one found gold and the second part of the trip to
go to Marble Canyon was cancelled. Pictures will be in
the newsletter. June’s field trip is to go to our claims on
June 23rd. Meet at the Safire restaurant in Springerville
between 8 and 9am, and we will caravan to the claims. If
there are any issues with weather or closure to the forest
an email will be sent out if the trip needs to be cancelled.
We will be having several guests and other clubs
attending to help us with our goals to work the land
(pick up trash, fill in holes that we make, check signs).
You can camp in the field as we go in if anyone is
interested. You can find crystals, carnelian, agate, pale
amethyst and calcite on the grounds. September is our
trip to Magdalena, NM. More details about the trip, phone
numbers etc. will be included in the newsletter.
In August, Tony Potucek will be presenting the
education. Bill Stalder presented an educational program
to the 5th and 6th grade classes at Blue Ridge. They
appreciated the tumbled stones that were donated to
them. Bill will write up a little bit more information for the
newsletter.
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Old Business:
Business: We
Weneed
needto to
make
make
ourour
donations
donations
to the
to the
Rock Mountain
Rocky
MountainFederation
FederationScholarship
Scholarship Program
Program and the
National
the
National
Forest
Forest
Foundation
Foundation
Wallow
Wallow
FireFire
Restoration.
Restoration.
The
donations
The
donations
for both
for both
of these
of these
worthy
worthyprograms
programsIsIs $1000
each. We
$1000
each.should
We should
be proud
be proud
thatthat
wewecan
canmake
make these
donations.
these
donations.
New Business: Several people have asked why we are
not doing shows any more. We do not have enough man
power to make this happen without volunteers. In the
past we have problems with the venues and licensing.
Tonie will check into the Elks Lodge to see if that is a
viable option. We would need to make a decision quickly
as the contracts would need to be sent out to the vendors
by October.
Tonie also talked about Bountiful Baskets, which is a
program where you can get locally grown produce for
$15.00. You may sign up on line, and you can pick up
your basket every other weekend at a pre-arranged local
address. The $15 dollars is comparable to approximately
$40 at the grocery store. You get what is available. You
can also choose other items or packages that they have
to offer. There is a $1.50 handling fee and there is a 1st
time cost of $3.50 for the basket. You need to bring your
own box or basket when you go pick up your produce.
Every sixth time that you purchase you will need to
volunteer to fill the baskets.
Go to www.bountifulbaskets.org to sign up.
We took a short break.
Education- David Adams demonstrated and talked about
polishing stone. He worked on a few samples and
passed them around. He was creating cabochons which
he said meant “bald head”. David explained the
importance of using water, dop sticks and understanding
the importance of the different grits. He prefers to make
free form cabochons and not calibrated cabochons. He
expressed the importance of working on the side of the
wheel that rotates towards you. Otherwise the wheel will
grab your stone and toss it into the great unknown. Also
he expressed the importance of not letting your wheels or
stones get contaminated as this will cause bad polishing,
which causes scratches.
We did not have a 50/50 or raffle, but David Bingell
donated some items at the beginning of the meeting and
Tonie chose two numbers. The two winners were Eunice
McQuiston and David Adams.
The meeting ended at 3:10 and the motion was made by
Sandra Angelo and seconded by David Adams.
Respectfully submitted, Charlene Bingell

For the July 2012 meeting,
members who’s name
begins with M - Z,
please bring snacks.

June 2012

Rock Talk

Page 3

For the May 26th outing, 5 members and 2 guests caravanned to Miami (AZ) for some gold panning. Everyone found
some! The $25 fee was well spent, with a delicious lunch and excellent instruction on how to sift through Mother
Earth and take home the prize! Kathy Amator found the biggest piece and the owner wanted to buy it. And I’m sure
Gary, who wanted so badly to do this, guided her hand. It was a great day for all!!
The Wind Gods and flu bugs conspired to stop the other part of the trip to Hewitt canyon, but I’m sure that we will
see that site in the future, as well as another trip to the “pizza mine”! Thanks to Larry for the details and the photos!
Sumner Christie

May 2012 Gold Panning Field Trip

Remember, we always have a good time! Come on out!!!!

David Adams Lapidary Demo

Some examples of
David Bingell’s Yard Sale finds
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June 23RD Field Trip is Good to Go!!
We will be meeting at the Safire Restaurant in Springerville on
June 23rd between 8:00 and 9:00 am. Many folks like to eat a
hearty breakfast there before the field trip. We will be meeting
up with other rockhounds from the Coalition, both at the
Safire and at the Luna Luau campsite on FS 8372. From there,
we will go to the claims and let the fun begin!
Bring your sunscreen, pick, shovel, and carrying pail. There
is a lot of "float". Don't forget your chairs, lunch, and plenty
of water!
SEE YOU THERE!
Sumner
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June/July Birthdays
June

July

10th - Sumner Christie
17th - Archie Mahoney
19th - Sandra Angelo
22nd - Karinita Hansen
24th - Eunice McQuiston
25th - Donna Mahoney

3rd - Tonie MonDragon
10th - Nanz Marshall
10th - Sue Huber
12th - Steve Miller
13th - LaJeanne Stevens
15th - Mary Ann Moseley
21st - Larry Legge
25th - Sharon Dixon
31st - Peggy Lancaster

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Ya’ll ! !
MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE!!

Shop Hints
Black petrified wood, when polished, has no resemblance to
wood at all. It looks like a plain black polished stone. You can
highlight some of the beautiful grain structure by bleaching it.
Soak the cut and sanded pieces in household bleach for 2 to 4
weeks, replenishing the solutions when needed. When the
desired grain contrast has been obtained, remove the pieces
and polish. Some extremely interesting pieces can be obtained
by this method.
via MLMS Ghost Sheet, 3/2010
When cutting jade, the more milky the water is the better the
grade of jade. If the water isn't milky, then you don't have true
jade - you have something else.
Gem Scoop, via MLMS Ghost Sheet 1/2010
Save the inner plastic ring from scotch tape rolls, They make
great stands for spheres.
Rock Chip, via MLMS Ghost Sheet 5/2009
When working with a soft stone such as onyx or marble, soak
it in water for a couple of days before cutting. This will keep oil
from soaking in to discolor the stone and will result in a higher
polish.
Rock Chip, via MLMS Ghost Sheet 5/2009
via
Gems from the Redwoods
Humboldt Gem & Mineral Society
Arcata, Calif.
May 2012 Newsletter

The Top 10 Nightmares for Rockhounds!
10. Collecting partner bursting with song.
9. Opening your backpack on arrival at locality and finding
kids school books.
8. Sirens!
7. A lovely pond where the pit used to be.
6. Specimen bag is too heavy on way out.
5. Specimen bag is too light on way out.
4. A rattling noise in the rock pile.
3. Your spouse has "cleaned up" your collection.
2. Hammer seeks lightning.
1. A tour bus parked at a favorite locality.
via Gems from the Redwoods, May 2012,
via Yakima Gem & Mineral News, 07/06
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Glossary of Metallurgy
Annealing - The process of heating metal (jewelry metals until red hot usually) for a
period of time to release the molecular changes created when it has been hardened
either through work hardening or heat hardening.
Bezel - A style of stone setting in which a strip of metal completely
encloses the outer edge of the stone securing it in place.
Cabochon - A stone that has been cut into a shape with a flat bottom and a rounded
top.
Dopping Wax-A hard wax used to attach the dop stick to the stone to be cut.
Dop Stick - Sometimes just called a dop. A small stick or dowel on which stones are
mounted temporarily so they can be secured for cutting.
Fracture - The manner in which a stone breaks.
Inclusion - An internal flaw within a stone. Often inclusions are small
mineral crystals.
Lapidary - The art of cutting stones. Sometimes used to refer to the one cutting the
stones, although a more common term for the cutter is lapidary artist.
Luster - Generally refers to the manner in which light reflects from the surface of a
gemstone. Some typical descriptors include: metallic, non-metallic, waxy, silky, or
greasy, among others.
Mohs Scale of Hardness - A scale developed by Friedrich Mohs to measure the
hardness of minerals in a relative manner. The scale ranges from 1 to 10, with 1
being the softest, and 10 being the hardest. Diamond has a hardness of 10, with no
known mineral able to scratch it. Talc has a hardness of 1 being very soft. Quartz, a
common mineral, has a hardness of 7. Window glass has a hardness of 6.
Refractive Index - Measure of how light is sent back to the eye from the stone. A
higher refractive index indicates a brighter stone. Some stones are doubly refractive,
which means that they split light into two different paths. Calcite is an example of
double refraction; in very clear rhombs, it will double letters on paper if read through.
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Glossary of Metallurgy
Alloy-a mixture of different metals. Usually done to create a more desirable trait in a
metal--for instance, to make it harder.
Brass-Alloy of copper and zinc with a pretty yellow color. This alloy
naturally oxidizes green.
Bronze-Alloy of copper and tin with varying percentages. This alloy has been used
since ancient times for coinage, sculpture, weapons as well as jewelry. This alloy
oxidizes in various manners depending upon environment it is exposed to.
Karat-A measure of the fineness in gold. 24 karat gold is pure gold, while any lower
karat value indicates an alloy with other metals. 18 karat gold is 18/24 gold or 3/4 or
75% gold with 25% other metals added. 14 karat is 14/24 gold or 7/12 or roughly
58% gold. Gold is alloyed with other metals to alter its color or make it harder and
less easily scratched.
Liver of Sulfur-A chemical used to oxidize silver and copper.
Lost Wax Casting-A process of casting that follows these steps:
A wax model is made of the intended final piece.
With wax sprue wires, it is attached to a wax base.
A container (flask) is placed around it, and a plaster of paris type
substance, called investment, is poured around it and allowed to
set up.
The flask is placed in a kiln to burn our the wax, leaving a mold of the
intended piece.
Hot metal is poured or forced into the empty mold, leaving a duplicate of
the original wax.

Translucent - A gemstone characteristic where some light is able to pass through the
stone, but it is not clear enough to see through.

Nickel Silver-An alloy which usually consists of a mixture of Nickel, Copper, and
Zinc. Nickel silver does not contain any silver at all, and it was developed to imitate
the color of Silver. Various percentages of the above metals could all be termed
Nickel Silver.

Transparent - A gemstone characteristic where light passes freely through the stone,
and objects can be clearly seen through the material.

Oxidation-A discoloration that forms on the surface of many metals as the molecules
bond with atmospheric Oxygen. Iron oxide is rust. Silver oxide is tarnish.

via Chad Parker,
copyright 2005, 2006, 2007

Piecework - Cutting holes in metal with a jeweler's saw to create intricate patterns.
This is sometimes confused with filigree, which is fine wires soldered together to
create intricate patterns. Silver, Coin-In the past when Silver coins were destined for
actual circulation, they were typically minted with a mixture of Silver and other metals
to harden them so they would stand up to everyday use. Typically the percentage of
silver was around 87-90% Silver. Consequently, mixtures in this range have become
known as coin silver.

Contributed by President Toni MonDragon
If at First You Don't Succeed...
You know the saying, but in the case of having birthstones on commemorative
stamps success is VERY slow in coming. Please join us in trying to persuade the
United States Postal Service to issue our requested stamps. I'm no lyre. I will keep
harping until we reach a successful conclusion!

Silver, Fine-Silver (Atomic symbol Ag) is a white metal commonly used for jewelry.
The designation "fine" indicates that the metal has been purified as much as possible. It is sometimes called .99 fine.

Go to the AFMS web site at <http://www.amfed.org/stamps.htm>
See recent updates being posted by the AFMS webmaster. Encourage clubs to
make use of one of two formats for submission:

Vermeil-Gold covering a less precious metal, usually sterling silver. Welding-The
process of fusing two pieces of metal together by melting the contact points.

1. Form for mailing by individuals. Sender pays postage.

White Gold-Gold that has been alloyed with metals such as Nickel or Zinc to bleach
out the gold color.

2. Petition form for use at shows or meetings where multiple signatures can be
gathered and the sponsoring Club makes one mailing of all sheets completed.
Send to:
Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee, % Stamp Development
U.S. Postal Service
475 L'Enfant Plaza SW, Room 3300
Washington, DC 20260-3501
via AFMS Newsletter, June-July 2012

Zinc-A metal (atomic symbol Zn), which is used in many applications including
United States Pennies, galvanizing steel to prevent rust, and for pigments in paint. It
is less commonly used in jewelry applications except as a component of alloys.
via Chad Parker,
copyright 2005, 2006, 2007

Contributed by President Toni MonDragon
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ALAA meeting with BLM at Quartzsite a
Rousing Success!
Planning for this event was no small matter. If you have even been to
Quartzsite you know SPACE is at a premium and needs to be booked at
least a year in advance. With that said, I proceeded with a program of
importance for the event. I contacted the Yuma, AZ, BLM Field Office.
Rockhounds? Who, What? But once we got that sorted out it was clear
sailing; they agreed to be there, and I told them I’d fill the room.
The Arizona BLM is releasing their La Posa Travel Management Plan. What’s
that? Glad you asked. The long and the short of it is this. The BLM
personnel have been in the desert around Quartzsite for the last two years
mapping all desert roads, trails, and washes that some off-road people
(that’s us) use to get from Point A to Point B. Now that it’s finished, the BLM
will be asking the public (that’s you and me) to COMMENT. Here comes the
tricky part. Most rockhounds will turn off at this point, hoping for “someone
else” to do the dirty work.
It’s not as daunting as it looks. What the BLM for the Quartzsite area is
asking of you is this. They want to reduce the conflict between motorized
(that’s rockhounds and all off-road people) and non-motorized people,
passive recreation, livestock management, and commercial purposes (those
are in some cases solar and wind plants on public lands – but that’s another
issue).

Gold Panning supplies
shown at the June 2012 meeting

Routes are managed to reduce impacts to cultural, historical, and natural
resources (government speak for endangered critters, plants, Indian relics,
etc. which have first priority). As mandated by Presidential Order, Use of
Off-Road Vehicles on the Public Lands, designated routes:
“shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation,
or other resources of the public lands;
shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant
disruption of wildlife habitats;
shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-road vehicle use
and other existing or proposed recreational uses of the same or
neighboring public lands, and to ensure the capability of such uses
with existing conditions in populated areas, taking into account noise
and other factors;
shall not be located in officially designated Wilderness areas”
(executive order 11644 and 11989).
What is now being asked is: EVALUATION. The Evaluation process creates
four management alternatives:
• A. No Action
• B. Resource Protection
• C. Proposed Access
After PUBLIC COMMENT and input, BLM develops an Environmental
Assessment through the National Environmental Policy Act (watch for NEPA
mentions in your local papers or on public land – BLM or Forestry
Websites.) A second public comment period allows for public review of the
NEPA results. Finally, after all the comments are taken into consideration
the BLM provides a Decision Record, officially designating all routes as
open, limited, or closed. (We thank the BLM Yuma office for this official
description of this plan.) Now, the meeting held in Quartzsite, Friday evening
January 20, 2012 had 185 registered people in attendance and blew away the
BLM representatives. This was a clear message that we are interested,
involved, and a group of both rockhounds and off-road people to be
reckoned with.
YOU can get involved if you are a winter visitor to Quartzsite and know the
desert roads, trails, and washes. YOU must go to www.amlands.org, then
Pending Legislation on the left hand side, and then click on Arizona. YOU
must submit a compelling and detailed request for those roads, etc you
want left open. This must be strong enough to counter special interests who
want the road closed for any number of various and sundry reasons. (See
above under cultural, historic, and natural resources.) ALL COMMENTS
MUST BE IN WRITING and sent either via post office or email. They will
accept nothing else.

Remember: “IF WE DO NOTHING, WE WILL GET NOTHING.”
If you need more information, I’ll be happy to help in any way I can.
Shirley Leeson, AFMS ALAA Vice President
shirleyleeson@cox.net

2 FRIENDLY REMINDERS!!!!!
Don’t forget that the Magdalena trip is right around the corner
September 21, 22 and 23rd!!! Call Damaris at (575) 854-2417 to make
reservations!!! She knows the whole town and will hook you up with
quarters if they are full!! This is the fun outing of the year!!!

Treasure Hunt Time!!!!
Go out on June 30th to yard sales, thrift shops, garage sales, flea
marts, etc., and find rock, gem, & earth-related items. (No fair
begging at the Eunice and Fred mine in Snowflake). Declare to me
by email by June 29th that you all “are in”.. and we will judge your
haul at the break during the July 1st meeting. You may win the
coveted “Fred Sanford Memorial Junque Finder Award for July”,
which along with your six bucks will get you a Vente Grande at
Starbucks.

YOU CAN”T WIN IF YOU DON”T PLAY ! ! !
sumner01@frontiernet.net

George’s Update
George is getting stronger every day! Hopefully he will be getting
out of Rehab the middle of next week, and will be undergoing
radiation & oral Chemo after some blood work & another CT scan.
Small baby steps @ a time. We want to again express our thanks &
gratitude for all the love, prayers, and all help we have been given in
this difficult time. May the Higher Power Bless each and every one of
you! We will continue to keep everyone appraised of his progress.
Karen Stokes
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March 16 2012 Gem & Mineral Show
for all 5th Grade Classes
at Blue Ridge Middle School
March 16 was show day:
The displays were set up with photos showing where many of the fossils and minerals were collected.
The classes came in one at a time. We gave them a short orientation. They were allowed to pick up and examine the most of the minerals and
fossils. The students raised their hands with a lot of questions. Linda and I got to participate in a fire drill or false alarm. (Being the end of the
school year?) What a great group of fifth graders. The Blue Ridge 5th grade rules again this year. All the student loved the tumbled stones
they got at the end of their visit.
A special thanks to Fred McQuiston for all the tumbled polished Petrified Wood that were given to each student.
Bill & Linda Stalder

June 2012

Rock Talk

Page 8

Rick Olson’s log from his recent Rockhounding Trip
During the months of April and May I travelled through midwest and western America in search of unique minerals and fossils that could be found and were not
previously in my collection. Though I was on hand at the May meeting, it was only a brief layover while I did some laundry and paid some bills before the next
journey. The following includes sites and material found during that time. Most collecting sites can be found in the Gem Trail guide books for each of the states.
April 17th was the first day and saw me head east towards Luna, NM. After surveying fire damage from the Wallow Fire that had encroached on some collecting
sites along the Arizona-New Mexico border I headed south along Highway 180 to my first destination, which had agate and minerals just north of Reserve. The
collecting here has nice agate and quartz crystal groupings found in veins in the road cuts. With much of the soil consisting of loose sandstone most specimens
could be found along the base. Climbing the steep and granular slopes proved unsafe though barriers are in place to keep material and oneself from spilling onto
the roadway which has a speed limit of 65 mph. After collecting many fine specimens, I continued south to the small village of Alma where I left the main road and
ascended a narrow, but paved road towards the town of Mogollon. Though the town was “closed” as it is only open during weekends in April, I was able to find a
local who informed me that collecting at the mines was on private property and so off limits, but that specimens could be collected in the tailings found just as one
descends into the town. After spending a short amount of time I was able to find a nice collection of minerals consisting of chalcedony, quartz, agate and
chrysocolla. That evening I camped near Pyramid Peak where I found fluorite and fluorspar in the hills along the base. Though some of this material fluoresces, I
would not recommend searching the hills at night, as many varieties of cactus are all over the hillsides.
The next day I left New Mexico and ventured into Texas for a bit of agate collecting. The first stop of the day was in Balmorhea. An interesting little town with canals
filled with fresh water from neighboring springs used to irrigate local fields. There is a nice rock shop in town that is run by a very nice woman who informed me that
collecting at the local site for the prized deep-blue agate would be nearly impossible as most material is no longer available. But searching through the shop we
were able to find a few nodules that she felt would produce quality specimens. As the temps outside were in the mid-90’s I opted for this method of collecting at this
particular site. By mid-afternoon I was just south of Marfa on Highway 67 for some small, but nice agate and chalcedony imbedded in basalt. I opted for just a few
samples as the temps were approaching 100. But if you have the time there is sizable material that can be found walking along the roadside ditches.
I spent the entire third day, the 19th at The Woodward Ranch which is off Highway 118 south of Alpine. I got there just as they were opening. A very friendly pooch
came out to greet and lead me to the rock shop. One of the best shops I’ve been in as far as having a wide range of quality material and specimens. Most of what
could be found was easily available. But it started out as a cool day, so I got a map and headed out to the hills where I found plume, pom pom, flower garden and
banded agate, calcite and labradorite crystals. If you have enjoyed this site in the past venture back soon, I heard that the ranch may be put up for sale within the
next year. It would be a great loss if this collecting site would become off-limits.
I spent the next 4 days at a festival, run by a close friend of mine, in Red Rock. By the end of the festival one of the vendors now enjoys about 60 lbs of the agate
and minerals I had just found, but gave me room now for some more collecting. That next day, I headed east to Crockett and then south and then turning onto any
dirt road I found petrified palm and wood, beautiful jasper and shell fossils. But almost every dirt road or field will have some combination of materials.
That next day, the 23rd I had one more stop in Texas before heading northward. That stop was along the Brazos River at Whiskey Bridge. A lot of snail and shell
fossils easily visible, but requiring hammer and chisel to free them from the bedrock. One guy had found a shark tooth. From there I went into Arkansas and
stopped at one of the many rock shops in Mount Ida. Home to some of the finest quartz crystals still found. I was able to find a public collecting site only a few miles
from town. After a hardy climb to the top of the mountain I came to an area with numerous tailings and one side that had been bulldozed. Many veins were
exposed and I felt like a kid in a candy factory. Fortunately, the walk back to the jeep was all downhill.
The morning of the 24th I tried to find some wavelite, but not having a rake or shovel with me made the task impossible and all I got for the long walk was some
exercise. I thought about stopping in Little Rock for diamond hunting, but I had to start thinking about getting to the house in Illinois and getting things done there,
so north it was. But I did take a little detour just north where the Ohio River runs along the Illinois border. From there I went to a couple of fluorite mines I had been
to on a college trip years ago. One was now a museum and the other closed, but open to collectors. With minor digging in the gray tailing piles some colorful
specimens can still be found.
Well, I had a successful trip while in Illinois and was able to bring a few more boxes of specimens from my collection accumulating for the past 50 years. But on
May 1st I started the trek back to Show Low. I didn’t stop for any collecting until I passed the only rock shop just north of Joplin, Missouri on the 2nd. Actually, I think
I was in Kansas. But as I paid in cash, the only info I can remember is his careful wrapping of specimens and he really wanted to sell me the entire shop. But as I
was pretty-well packed, I only had room for a few items. He did sell me his entire collection of horn coral and specimens of galena, calcite and spalerite. Some with
nice crystals. With luck and room I plan to return in August for some more bargains.
I did make a couple more stops before this leg of the journey would be over. On May 3rd I stopped in Ft. Sumner, New Mexico for agate, jasper and petrified wood.
A note: don’t go looking for wood. The morning of the 4th I stopped at the rock shop in Bingham, population: 3. Two of them are at the rock shop. I picked-up some
nice specimens of agate, celestite and other minerals from the Oscura Mountains. A tour is planned for later this year.
I made the meeting on the 6th and was ready to head north towards Lake Tahoe on the 9th. I made it to Pahrump, Nevada that day only because I learned a good
lesson while traveling dirt roads in southern Nevada and California. Use of road signs is not common on those types of roads. Though the stay in Pahrump does
have its benefits. Home to the only winery in Nevada, Pahrump’s winery does actually grow Zinfandel grapes on site.
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The next day I pushed north to Beatty where I attempted to find any of the Meikeljohn Peak fossils. I climbed a non-existing trail to an area where digging has been
happening. I talked with a local rockhound in Beatty and was told the fossils were only in a 20’ layer. I had lunch in Beatty, where there is many good restaurants
where the food is what you are there for. Made another stop north of Beatty for more agate, jasper and chalcedony slabs before spending the night in Tonopah.
The morning of the 10th I was up early and collecting near Sodaville by 7 am. Jasper in a variety of colors, mostly reds were lying all over. Next stop was The Sump.
An oddly-shaped geologic landmark resembling Bryce Canyon only in grays and yellows. Opalite is the main attraction here. Next it was Dunlap Canyon for marine
fossils before spending the night in Reno.
I was in luck! The Reno Gem Show was held on the 11th and 12th and I also went on their field trip to Crystal Mountain in California for smoky, clear and milky
quartz crystals. Sizes range from 1 – 3 inches long. I spent 3 days next relaxing at South Lake Tahoe with weather similar to Show Low, but 10 degrees cooler.
On the 16th I headed north to Davis, California for obsidian collecting. Within a distance of 10 miles I found 5 varieties: black, brown, banded, green and rainbow.
On the 17th I got off the main road in Gerlach and drove for hours on the Black Rock Desert. This is the largest “playa” of its kind in North America. It is an ancient
lake with a thick bed of mud. With ideal weather conditions the lake becomes completely flat. That is 32 miles long x 12 miles wide of perfect roadway. Land speed
records have been set here. The now closed Royal Rainbow Opal Mine is on the northwest side of the lake and there are no gates or signs regarding off limits, but
a large herd of cattle had taken residence and had no intention of letting me look around. The surrounding hills were reward anyways. I attempted to find some
additional sites for geodes and petrified wood, but without service or forest road signs anywhere it made for a frustrating afternoon.
That Friday, the 18th I was on the doorstep to the rock shop at The Royal Peacock Opal Mine in the Virgin Valley of northwest Nevada. They have a wonderful
website and the shop has a huge assortment of opals, but for $75 I set my sights on the tailings and went to work. My small shovel was the best tool, but the rake
that they furnished was also helpful. I found a unique Ghost Opal and a number of 1/2” diameter common opals. The fire opal was found in smaller quantities, but it
was fun having success in some spots. As seeing results from those who spent $160 to dig in the hillside, I was happy with my results.
On the way back to Lake Tahoe for one more day of “rest” I stopped for fluorite near Lovelock and off of Interstate 80. On May 20th I started on the last leg back to
Show Low trekking across Nevada and Utah. That night I camped on the edge of an extinct volcano that is mislabeled on maps as “lunar crater”. Taking off early
the next morning I briefly stopped at Garnet Hill just west of Ely. This is a nicely laid out site with hardtop road, parking lot and well-maintained washrooms. There
are picnic tables and grills, also. There are a lot of areas close by where digging has occurred and you can start there or travel to nearby washes and ravines for
more opportunities. Plan on spending some time, as nothing is on the ground anymore. Found nice conglomerations of marine life at Fossil Mountain shortly after
entering Utah. That night I camped near the Dugway Geode site. The family that owns the claim to the main diggings does not allow any public collecting, but the
tailings have a countless supply of smaller whole geodes and remnants. And I was able to drive right to the collecting area. I was at the rock shop in Delta by lunch
time and had gotten the info needed to find Trilobite Hill. I got there with only 2 hours before closing, but was shown an area that was producing good results and
within that time had numerous slabs with specimens ranging in size from miniature to over 2” long.
The next morning, the 23rd I was collecting blue agate in Beaver before heading south to Mount Carmel and Septarian Nodules. I first stopped at one of the local
rock shops to get the scoop on good collecting sites and was given a map and a fond farewell. I did quite a bit of walking, but found 3 whole nodules and 3 partials.
As they are very heavy it was no small task carrying them back to the road, finding the jeep, and collecting the treasure. I stayed that last night in Kanab where I
enjoyed great bar-b-que while listening to live music.
The last day, the 24th I enjoyed one last opportunity for collecting at Seaman Wash and found colorful petrified wood, geodes and agate. Those last miles after
crossing into Arizona seemed to go by swiftly as views of local landscapes began to be seen on the horizon. After all, I had been out of town for 5-1/2 of 6 weeks.
The only regret was thinking of unloading the jeep and get back to a normal schedule again, but planning for the next road trip.
Rick Olson

The Way to Display our Flag
There is a right way and a wrong way to display our American flag. It stands for America and the
people who risked their lives for it and our flag. Here are some of the ways to display the
American flag:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
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The flag should be flown from sunrise to sunset.
In the morning, raise the flag quickly. At night time, bring it down slowly.
If you're going to fly it at night it should have a light on it.
The flag should not be flown when it's raining or when the weather is bad.
After a tragedy or death, you should fly your flag at half staff for 30 days. It's called
"half staff".
The American flag is always on top any other flag such as your state flag are below it.
Never put your flag upside down.
Never let your flag touch the ground.
Fold your flag when it is not flying. Don't throw it in a drawer or box.

When your flag is old and worn out, get a new one. Old flags should be burned or
buried. Don't throw it in the trash.

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504
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Afghanistan
Aluminum
Boron
Brazil
California
Dichroic
Dravite
Elbaite
Hexagonal
Indicolite
Iron
Lithium
Magnesium
Maine
Gem

Metamorphic
Pakistan
Pala
Pegmatite
Pencils
Potassium
Rubellite
Schist
Schorl
Silicate
Sodium
Uvite
Varieties
Verdelite
Watermelon
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