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President’s Message
Another great turn out this month, and our two guests joining. That brings our membership to over 60!!! The turnout was evidenced by the size of the 50/50 pot of $25.00 and won by Ron Ginn. Congratulations!!!
This meeting was filled with input by lots of members. It was great seeing so many members contribute to the discussions. Thanks Nanz for your report on the Arizona Symposium and especially the news that there is a movement afoot to open an Earth Science Museum that will take the place of the old Mining and Mineral Museum we were
so sad to lose. Check out the website at info@earthsciencemuseum.org to see their plans and how you can help.
Thank you LeJeanne for your demonstration on jewelry making and the many techniques you showed us. I was so
inspired I signed up for “Stringing” magazine. I understand we will have a chance to win one of your beautiful original pieces at a future meeting. Thank you for your donation!!! Next month come to the meeting and see Dave Adams’ program on lapidary.
On May 26th Sumner is leading us to the gold panning connection Gary Amator found for us down in Superior. His
spirit will be with us on this trip. Sumner’s column will have the details on this trip and the alternate trip to Hewitt
Canyon for marble.
With the arrival of beautiful weather also come the crawly and slithery things. Please wear sturdy shoes and gloves
when rockhounding because when you turn over a rock you may find a centipede, a brown recluse or a black
widow. I already found red ants on the last field trip. Be on the lookout for snakes as well. AND WEAR SUNSCREEN
Thanks Eunice for taking the Minutes this month – and for helping Karen get this issue of Rock Talk out. You are
always such a big help!!!
George Stokes will have surgery on 5/15 and Karen encourages you to stop by Summit to give him a shout out.
George is a tough soldier and will probably get up off the surgery table and WALK back to his room!
Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!

Memorial Day
May 28, 2012

Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any comments/info that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
Beverages will be available.
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING
MAY 6, 2012

The meeting was called to order by President
Tonie MonDragon at 1:25 pm with a welcome to
the guests that were present. Russell Brown
and Deb Cox introduced themselves and told
about their interests in rocks and collections.
A motion to approve April’s minutes as
published in Rock Talk was made by Nanz
Marshall and seconded by Karen Stokes. All
were in favor.
Tonie announced that there were several
publications available for club member use and
also that David Bingell’s article on Earthquakes
was reprinted in Humboldt Gem & Mineral
Society (CA) newsletter with credit given to
David.
Ruth King announced that there would be a
highway clean-up on Saturday, May 12th. Meet
at K-Mart, up by the highway, at 9:00.
Bill Stalder announced that he and Linda would
be doing a mini Gem & Mineral Show at Blue
Ridge School for 5th graders on May 16th. Any
help in the future would be most appreciated.
Donations of give-aways are always welcome.
A discussion was held about a fund raiser
which involved neck scarves and would off-set
the cost of club mugs (future project). Nanz was
asked to call the Payson Ranger District to ask
about scarves that were available in the past.
Bright neon colors were thought to be more
appropriate for out in the woods.
Larry Legge gave the Treasurer’s report which
included a list of expenses and income.
Karen Stokes, Editor of Rock Talk, handed out
questionnaires that asked about interests, etc.
of club members for a new section of interest in
newsletter. Response of the filled out forms
was great. She also thanked everyone for their
concern and prayers given for her husband
George.
Ron Ginn, Board Member and Webmaster,
announced that the new club roster is posted
on the website which is accessed only with the
use of a password. If you do not have this set
up yet, please contact him.
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Nanz Marshall, Board Member, gave a spirited
report on the Arizona Symposium and with emphasis put on the new Earth Science Museum,
has asked the club as a whole, to think about a
donation to the museum. Elsewhere in newsletter you will find an individual application
form. For more info go to:
www.EarthScienceMuseum.org
Sumner Christie, Field Trip Chairperson, gave a
report on the success of April’s field trip and
announced that May’s trip would be down to
Miami, AZ area for gold panning on May 26th.
Meet at K Mart at 8:00 am-$25 per person which
includes lunch and gear for panning. More info
elsewhere in newsletter.
Kathleen Varhol passed along a greeting from
Kathy Amator who said hello to all in the club.
There was no New Business.
Under old business, Eunice McQuiston asked
about donation to scholarship fund for the
RMFMS and was told the club is waiting to hear
about the status of the club corporation.
After a 10 minute break, LaJeanne Stevens
headed up a work shop on variations of wire
wrapping. It was very informative and well
received.
The door prize drawing was held with Eunice
winning a canvas bag with “Watch For Rocks”
on it. The 50/50 drawing was held with Ron
Ginn winning $25 and Mac Dixon, a fire opal
specimen and Stan Arneklev, an amethyst
specimen.
At 2:30 pm, a motion was made by Nanz to
conclude the meeting and seconded by Ruth
King. All were in favor.
A very special thank you to Nanz for bringing
Carnations for all of the mothers at the meeting.
The wire wrapping work shop and silent auction
ended a short time after the close of the
meeting.
Respectfully submitted by
Eunice McQuiston

For the June 2012 meeting,
members who’s name begins
A-L, please bring snacks.
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Our April Field trip was a 2 for 1 Lollapalooza. 18 members and 2 guests met @ Circle K in
Overgaard. We proceeded on to Black Canyon, where we found many nice pieces of Red
Jasper, from real red to maroon! 12 of us then went on to the Power Line Road past Forest
Lake, where we found many fossils. A 9.9 lb rock was found by Mac & Sharon Dixon, along
with a really nice lizard, (or fish, depending on which is legally collectible!), caught by our
President, Tonie MonDragon.
Sumner Christie

April 2012 Field Trip pictures

Group photo at Black Canyon Jasper site

Toni’s fossil lizard

Unusual tree growth at Black Canyon

Remember, we always have a good time! Come on out!!!!

Cinco de Mayo

Nurses Day

Armed Forces Day

Sat, May 5, 2012

Sat, May 12, 2012

Sat, May 19, 2012
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May 26th field trip!
Gold panning in Miami is on!
We will leave from the K-mart parking lot on the Deuce
and travel to Miami, where we will meet at the Old Mine
Shaft pizza parlor, with owner/gold prospector Elvin
Fant. His restaurant is on the main drag in Miami, AZ.
He will teach us to gold pan at his site behind the restaurant. He will also give the panners maps and written
permission to access at his claims (30 miles east and
south) where you can drypan for gold. The charge is
$25 per person and includes lunch.
Those who want to “rockhound” only can go on to
Hewett Canyon (approx 30 minutes) for marble and
hook up later with our “panners” at Elvin’s claim where
we can rock hunt, but not in the creekbeds. Should be a
good time so thanks for signing on to this trip and we’ll
see you there on May 26th!!

May 2012 Coalition Field Trip
Saturday, May 12, 2012
Location: Verde Salt mine – meet at the mine site at 9AM.
Directions: From Phoenix take Interstate 17 north, from other
locations in the state go to Camp Verde on I 17. Take exit 285
if traveling north, take exit 287 if traveling south. From exit
285 take General Crooks trail until it hits route 260, turn right
and go just over a tenth of a mile to Oasis Road, turn right
and go to Salt Mine Road, turn right and go about two tenth of
a mile to the parking area on the right. From exit 287 go east
on route 260 and then take Oasis Road.
Minerals found here include aragonite, calcite, glauberite,
gypsum, halite, mirabilite, and thenardite. Bring digging tools,
lots of water, and sun protection. Trip coordinator Betty Deming, phone: 480-280-5723 and email: be_ge4@cox.net
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Welcome "New Members"
May 2012
Deb Cox
Russell Brown
Mark Holmstrom
Valerie Holmstrom
Gayle Tanner

May/June Birthdays
May

June

3rd - Gale Tanner
13th - Kathleen Varhol
17th - Linda Stalder
19th - Deb Cox

10th - Sumner Christie
17th - Archie Mahoney
19th - Sandra Angelo
22nd - Karinita Hansen
24th - Eunice McQuiston
25th - Donna Mahoney

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Ya’ll!!
MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE!!
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Interesting Emerald Facts
Emerald is the most valuable type of beryl. It is colored by minute traces
of chromium and vanadium.

June 29—July 1 Farmington, New Mexico
Annual Show; San Juan County Gem & Mineral Club;
Farmington Civic Center, 200 W. Arrington;
Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission
Contact Mickie Calvert, (505) 632-8288
July 21-22 Flagstaff, Arizona - Retail Show
Radisson Hotel, 1175 W. Rte. 66
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3.00, children under
12 free with adult;
Contact Sharon Szymanski (480) 215-9101
August 3-5 Prescott, Arizona - Annual Show;
Prescott Gem & Mineral Club;
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University Activity Center,
3700 Willow Creek Road; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4
Adults $2.00, children under 12, free;
Contact Judy Sullins (928) 445-1117
Website www.prescottgemmineral.org

For more show dates, go to www.rockngem.com

Coalition Crystal Claims Field Trip!!
The White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club is pleased to announce
that for our Coalition trip this year, we are going to be able to invite
all our friends in the Coalition to our claims in the Escaudilla Mountains near Alpine, Arizona!
This is the First time we have ever been able to have a field trip
there and bring other non-members of our club.
We are making this announcement 3 months before the date of
June 23rd, 2012, so that plans can be made, as we are hopeful to
have a good turnout!
We will meet at the Safire Restaurant in Springerville AZ, between
8am & 9am on June 23rd, and caravan to the meadow off of Road
577. We will meet others coming in from other directions.
We will then go to the claim and park along the road crest, where
we will then hike down hill or on surrounding hills.
We will be finding Luna Agate and crystals,, so bring a shovel, pick,
carting bucket, etc… Chairs lunch, water, and sun screen, SPF 30
or better, will be needed.

The name emerald is a derivative of an ancient Persian word, coming to
us through the corruption of the Latin “Smaragdus”.
The ancients prized it as the symbol of love, rebirth and eternal youth.
Because the rich green color of emerald reminds of spring, it has been
treasured for at least the past 4,000 years by different cultures all
around the world.
The first emerald mines recorded in history are the famous « Cleopatra »
mines rediscovered in 1818 in Northern Egypt. These ancient mines
were exhausted long ago.
The emerald mines in Colombia have a history somewhat similar to
those in Egypt. When the Spaniards conquered the Incas, they saw emeralds in their possession, but even under torture, these never revealed
their source. Years later, one mine in the Chivor area in Colombia was
discovered quite by accident
Pliny wrote, “nothing is more intense than the green of emerald”, and
“sight is refreshed and restored by gazing upon this stone”. Following
his advice, Roman emperor Nero wore emerald sunglasses to watch the
gladiators.
Emerald is said to give a supernatural ability to foretell future events.
A surprising variety of virtues have been ascribed to emerald. Among
these, emerald was thought to improve its owner’s memory and
eloquence, and was also said to quicken intelligence. In a particular
instance of emerald’s use, as a measure against ills, women wearing the
stone were believed to be immune from epilepsy.
The Moguls of India loved emeralds so much that they inscribed them
with sacred texts and wore them as talismans. This led to the flourishing
Jaipur cutting industry.
Although many people consider Colombia to be the source of the best
emeralds, the country of origin is never a guarantee of quality. Brazil,
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Afghanistan and Russia are also producers of fine
quality stones.
These inclusions are like a fingerprint, giving each emerald a distinct
personality. They are called garden from the French “jardin”.
Fissures and fractures that are characteristic of emerald are traditionally
filled with oil to minimize their visual impact. Cleaning emerald with an
ultrasonic cleaner can remove or damage the oil, thus making the fissures more visible.
The extreme rarity of transparent emerald is why inclusions in emeralds
are tolerated.

High-clearance vehicles preferred, but 2-wheel drive can make it.
(or park at the meadow & carpool in!) Distance is 2.2 miles
We ALWAYS have a good time there and hope you will join us and
have a Good Day Rockhounding too!

World Emerald Stamps

Rock Talk

May 2012

Page 6

A NEW FEATURE!

Some old hints...but worth repeating

About You!

Denim: Did you know that denim iron-on patches make excellent polishing
disks? They will adhere to surfaces when ordinary glues will not. Obtain the
largest ones you can fit to your wheel disks and cut to fit. Source: Rock
Writing, 5/2006, via Blue Agate News, 2/08

We, the Editor & Co-Editor, are going to do a feature
each month on those members who returned to us
the “About You” page. If you are interested in being
included, please fill out the page, and/or send
an email & pic to either of us, Karen or Eunice.

Same Size Cabs: Need two cabs of exactly the same size? Glue two slabs
together with paper between them. Cut to size. Separate by soaking in
water. Source: via Blue Agate News, 2008
To polish silver: Its amazingly simple! I usually use a Pyrex (glass) dish and
line it with aluminum foil, because then I can either toss out or recycle the
foil. An aluminum pan would work as well… or even better. I wouldn’t use it
for cooking later, though. Fill the container with hot water and toss in about
1/4 cup of baking soda. Stir to dissolve and place your silver pieces in the
bath, in contact with the aluminum. Leave it for awhile, then pull the pieces
out and rinse. Ta-da! Seems overly simple, but it's reasonably effective and
totally harmless to people and the environment. Source: The Rockorder,
via Blue Agate News, 2/08
Working Turquoise: In shaping turquoise, it is advisable to use only the 220
wheel rather than the coarser ones. The 100 grit wheel will take desirable
material from such a soft stone. Some of the more friable and chalky types
of turquoise are difficult to polish with cerium or tin oxide; buy a muslin buff
with stick rouge. Since it is such a porous stone, oil may discolor it, so try
sawing with a water coolant after soaking overnight in water. This helps
prevent breaking. Blue Agate News 03108

Name: Fred McQuiston
How long have you lived in the White Mountains area?:
42 years
What do you like best about the area?:
Climate & People
How long have you been a member of the WMG&MC:
Charter Member (re-organized club)
What is your favorite rock?
Zebra Chert
What are some memorable moments you have had as a
member of the club? Field Trips
Where would you like to go on a field trip:
Tonto Nattional Forest, Hunter Creek (Zebra rock & Fossils)

Cabochon Storage: Keep polished cabochons in photo-slide protector
pages. The pages fit in a 3-ring binder and each page has 20 individual
pockets. The cabs are easily visible, but are protected. Coin collector
sheets also work well. From Rock Chips via Strata Gems 02108
Fossil Preservation: After cleaning, paint the fossil with diluted Elmer’s glue
(1/2 water). It dries fast and makes the fossil look sharp and clean. Because it is water soluble, it can also be washed off with water. Del Air
Bulletin 03108

2 FRIENDLY REMINDERS!!!!!
HOPE TO SEE YOU AT THE “GOLD RUSH” TRIP ON MAY 26TH!!!!
PLAN FOR A GREAT TIME ON JUNE 23RD AT THE CLUB CLAIMS
WITH OUR COALITION ROCK FRIENDS. THERE WAS NO BURN
DAMAGE FROM THE WALLOW FIRE AND IT THE CLAIMS IN GREAT
SHAPE.
SEPT 21, 22 AND 23!!!!! MAGDALENA, NM!!!
CALL AND GET YOUR ROOM NOW!
CALL DAMARIS AT (575) 854-2417…
THIS IS ONE YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS!
Even tho’ I have not sent my “Thank You” cards yet, I
would like to send out a big “THANK YOU” to all of my
friends that have sent food, cards, prayers & thoughts for
George. We will try to keep everyone posted on his uphill
battle with this sorry sucker of a disease! Love & hugs to
ALL OF YOU! Karen Stokes

May 2012
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Arizona!
100 years of statehood,
130 years of mineral collecting
Arizona became the 48th state of the United States of America on February 14, 1912. Its history as a territory and state is intimately tied to that of New Mexico. In fact,
the two states were originally considered the New Mexico Territory with about a half dozen counties stretching from its eastern border with Texas and its western border
at the Colorado River. In 1864, Congress divided it into the New Mexico and Arizona Territories. Had it not been for the framers of the Arizona Constitution insisting on
including provisions for the recall of judges, Arizona would have been the 47th state.
Arizona’s modern mining history began in the early 1850s as unsuccessful adventurers began returning from the California gold rush of 1849. The western side of the
Arizona Territory was the least inviting for settlement because of its arid nature. The eastern half had a more hospitable climate, and more water, but because of the various native tribes, especially the Apaches, and other lawless individuals roaming these areas until the mid-1870s, exploration for natural resources was limited. It is tough
to look at the ground for gold, silver, or whatever, when the main concern was staying alive! With the end of the Civil War and the re-establishment of numerous army
forts in the territory, these unfriendly elements began to be subdued. The army soldiers also became some of the first prospectors in these areas. Soldiers were not the
only ones interested in searching for mineral treasures. The western and central portions of Arizona had started to be populated by ranchers and farmers, some with this
interest and certainly the time to start the search.
The collecting of mineral specimens was entirely mine and ore related until the early 1880s. Heintzleman and others shipped and displayed specimens back in St.
Louis, Chicago, and points farther east, mainly to entice capital investment in the last American frontier. The early interest was in silver and gold. Silver mining began to
take hold before the Civil War, at the Ruby and the Mowry mines. In fact, silver from Ruby was fashioned into an inkwell set presented to President Lincoln. The Mowry
mine was confiscated by the Union army because Sylvester Mowry was suspected to be a southern sympathizer.
The Colorado River provided a means of travel along the western border of the territory. A number of mines, including the Red Cloud and within 2 miles of the Colorado
River, was located in the 1860s. It was named for a nearby Indian trail near the Colorado River, not the red crystals found lying about on the top of the vein, and mining
started in 1880. This silver mine would become more famous for its wulfenite crystals, even attracting the attention of the territorial governor and mention in one of his
reports to Congress.
Toward the middle of the territory, several rich but short-lived silver deposits, all in the Superior to Globe area, were discovered, and mining started in the late 1870s
and early 1880s. The Silver King mine was originally found by a member of the army while building a road over the mountains. It was relocated by a small group of farmers from the Florence area in 1875, just a few miles north of where the town of Superior is today. The Stonewall Jackson mine was also located about this time, east of
Globe. Both were rich enough that crystallized specimens were saved and found their way into the inventories of mineral dealers of the time.
Most of these early mines and mining camps were short lived, usually less than 10 years. The copper mines would bring stability and longevity to Arizona’s towns and
economy but these required railroads to supply cheap and reliable transportation. Without the railroads, even the richest copper mineralization (20%, plus) was barely
profitable. Bisbee was the first to have rail access, followed by Morenci and Globe-Miami. Along with this prosperity and ease of travel, specimens were saved to a much
greater degree. Once a person no longer feared for their life, and more importantly, dealers could travel into these areas and safely transport specimens back to their
eastern markets, did the normal economic drivers take hold of having miners collect specimens knowing they could supplement their incomes by filling their lunch boxes.
The beauty of some of these mineral finds, such as the caverns at Bisbee and the rich copper oxide ore bodies at Morenci, inspired both miners and management to
preserve these specimens. Ben Williams and Dr. James Douglas of the Copper Queen Mining Company appreciated the beauty of the calcites, azurites, malachites and
cuprites, the likes of which had not been seen before. They even employed miners to collect for their collections and the company account. Bisbee would remain Arizona’s premier producer of specimens for 90 years while various mines operated and even some clandestine efforts since 1975. When the Lavender pit was extended into
the old Copper Queen and Holbrook workings, Phelps-Dodge arranged to have specimens saved and sold. Phelps-Dodge’s legacy of saving specimens continues to this
day through the efforts of Freeport McMoran Copper and Gold, mainly at Morenci, but also continuing to maintain the corporate mineral collection in Phoenix, Arizona,
which was started back in the 1880s.
Other mines, like the Live Oak and Old Dominion in the Miami and Globe area, produced azurite, malachite, cuprites, and chrysocolla specimens and gem materials
recognized for their beauty and value even in 1900. The Magma mine at Superior was one of Arizona’s richest copper mines and produced its finest barite and pyrite
specimens, along with calcites only second to Bisbee. Halfway between Globe and Tucson, the Mammoth and Collins mines had enough wulfenite that it was produced as
an ore of molybdenum before and during World War I. While it is fun to speculate how many specimens went to the crusher, most of the wulfenite filled the vein openings
and was tightly crystallized enough to truly constitute ore. In its final mining phase, mine management recognized the value of its mineral suite and employed one or two
full-time miners to collect specimens for sale.
Arizona’s mineral collecting legacy, the amateur and week-end collector, began its rise in the 1940s and continues today. Like New Mexico, amateur and professional
collectors have scoured and rescored its abandoned mines and surface localities for the past seven decades, bringing to light hundreds of discoveries of specimens for
collectors and museums throughout the world. Minerals from aurichalcite to zunyite and every letter in between have been found. Arizona is home to world class and
type localities including Tiger, Jerome, and Grand Reef. Arizona’s mineralogy is as diverse as any state or country. Names like the Glove, the Apache, the Old Yums, the
Homestake, the 79 mine, the Rowley, the Red Cloud, the Portland, the Western Union, the Grandview, the Defiance, the Silver Bill, Silver Bell, and Silver Hill all form part of
Arizona’s mineral heritage and legacy, due to the efforts of amateur collectors.
While the next century will probably not be as exciting as its first 130 years, new deposits and finds still await those who are willing to put in the time and sweat necessary to hike the hills, explore the old mines, and then dig out those treasures still waiting discovery.

Based on a presentation by member Nanz Marshall, via author Les Presmyk, who is an Arizona native and mineral collector for almost 50
years, specializing in Arizona minerals for more than 30 years. He is a graduate of the University of Arizona, with a degree as a mining engineer. He
spent the first 11 years of his career in underground copper mining and the past 25 years dealing with coal and uranium fuel procurement for the second largest utility in Arizona. He has also been a member of the Tucson Show committee for 28 years.

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504
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